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Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community
that values and protects birds and the natural environment.

A
Theory of Change
by John Brosnan
It is my sincere pleasure to join Seattle Audubon as your
new Executive Director. I’ve been learning so much
about you over the last few weeks that it’s only fair that
you know something more about me.
I grew up on the east side of Detroit and remember
vividly when my second grade teacher informed me there
were steps I could take to attract birds to my backyard.
I immediately set about crafting bird feeders out of old
milk cartons and drafting my own bird guide, sometimes
tracing photos of Northern Cardinals, Goldfinches, Blue
Jays, and other local species.
At the age of eight, I asked for my first field guide and
my mother gave me Golden Press’ Birds of North America,
which I still have today. I consumed more and more bird
guides and felt like I could never have enough. In fact, I
remember asking my parents for a guide to western US
birds, even though we lived well east of the Mississippi.
I had a fascination with Common Loons and recall the
excitement I felt when first seeing one from the banks of
the Detroit River.
As an adult, living in California, one of my favorite
elements of my habitat restoration and management work
was sharing the birds of Sonoma County with the public.
While Sonoma Land Trust had no formal public outings
program 10 years ago, I took it upon myself to start one
and regularly took groups to see endangered Clapper Rail
habitat and winter populations of Burrowing Owls.

It’s precisely
because of the
trajectory of my life
that I believe in the
framework of Seattle Audubon’s new
strategic plan and
its theory of change.
As a young child, I
learned to appreciate
birds. Growing older, I was given the opportunity to
better understand them. Today, I work every day to
protect them. This is the same path we will lead our
local community in travelling. This is how we will
make positive changes for birds and their habitats.
Appreciation leads to a desire to understand, which
drives us to protect the things we now love.
For this reason, as we reflect on our history
throughout this centennial year, we cannot lose sight
of the road ahead: taking action to preserve a healthy
future for birds. You, our members, and our loyal
volunteers will provide the passion and the power for
the staff to achieve our common goal.
I’m excited and honored to be with you during
this pivotal moment in Seattle Audubon’s history.
Thank you for the opportunity and I look forward to
meeting you.
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N e w s

A Note from Board President Cynthia Wang

8050 35th Avenue N.E.,
Seattle, WA 98115

As previously announced and as noted here on page 1, John Brosnan has
started with us as Executive Director. John brings to the position over 15 years
of leadership experience in habitat conservation and environmental program
management. I am very excited to have John here at Seattle Audubon. Please
join me in welcoming him to our community. If you haven’t already done so,
stop by the office and introduce yourself to John when you have a chance.
I also want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Dan Bridge,
who served as Interim Executive Director during Seattle Audubon’s recent
transition. It is never easy to be a “change agent,” but Dan exceeded all expectations and our organization is stronger today because of him.
Lastly, I want to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve as
your Board President these last two years. Your wisdom, support, and commitment to our mission have made this journey extremely meaningful for me. I
remain committed to this organization as I look for new ways to contribute.
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A u d u b o n

It’s our Centennial year and we have a calendar bursting with events. Join us
as we continue with our classic events that made you love Seattle Audubon
and as we launch new programs for this momentous year. To see a full list of
our events, visit www.seattleaudubon.org/100years.
• We’ve turned our previously once-a-year Beers
for Birds Trivia Night into a full Beers for Birds
Centennial Tour. From June to April, we are
holding trivia nights at bars, pubs, and breweries
around Seattle. All of these are free and open to the public, no pre-registration or fees required! Check out our website for the dates and locations.
•T
 he Bird and Nature Art Fair is back for its second
year and this time in partnership with the Wedgwood Art
Festival! On July 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., stop by
The Nature Shop parking lot. We’ll have a variety of booths
with art by local artists and live music to complete a perfect
summer day.
• Also this summer, our education team is launching a
couple of exciting programs that are perfect for children
and families. For more information, see page 3 or our website.
• Last, but certainly not least, the whole town is aflutter for our main event
of the season – the Bird Ball, an evening masquerade. On October 22,
dress in your best nature-inspired masquerade attire and fly over to the Museum of History & Industry. We are celebrating 100 years of conservation
achievement with delicious treats from Herban Feast and music that you can
dance to. Tickets will be on sale soon, so keep an eye out!
Earthcare Northwest is the official newsletter of Seattle Audubon.
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Conservation & Education

Family-Friendly
Summer Bird Programs

© Leah Jarvick

The Urban Conservation Treaty for
Migratory Birds

Seattle Audubon and our coalition partners Audubon
Washington, Seattle Parks and Recreation, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Heron
Habitat Helpers, are working with the Migratory
Birds and Habitat Program of the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) in pursuit of designation for
Seattle as an Urban Bird Treaty City later in 2016.
From the USFWS: “The Urban Bird Treaty program has an emphasis on education and outreach programs and includes resources for constructing schoolyard habitat sites, creating backyard habitats, and
educating citizens about birds and their conservation
in an urban environment. Key features of the program
also include suggestions for reducing hazards to birds
during migration; restoring, enhancing, and protecting avian habitats; providing education and outreach
opportunities in urban and suburban communities;
monitoring bird populations when appropriate; and
creating and building career awareness and career
development opportunities for young people.”
One of our group’s first projects will be to develop
a regional Lights Out program. Modeled on the
program implemented by the Audubon Society of
Portland, we hope to have the basic elements of our
program ready to go by this year’s fall migration.
Fun fact: Not only is 2016 Seattle Audubon’s
centennial, it is also the centennial of the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act, making the year an auspicious one for
exploring this potential partnership!

Exploring birds and nature with young children is
magical: the excitement and wonder they experience
when seeing things that most adults take for granted is
contagious! In the spirit of fostering more excitement
and wonder in the world, Seattle Audubon is piloting
new family-oriented programs this summer. The events
below are open to the public and will be led by experienced staff who adore teaching kids about our feathered
friends and their habitats. Gather up your kids, your
grandkids, and their friends and join us!
Neighborhood Birds at Seattle Public Libraries

What makes a bird a bird, and why do we only see
certain kinds of birds living in Seattle? Explore real bird
specimens and play some bird-themed games to learn
the answers!
Library events and programs are free and everyone
is welcome. Registration is not required, but space is
limited. These programs are appropriate for children
between the ages of 4 and 12. Please come early to make
sure you get a spot. This program will be offered three
times, at three different venues:
1. Wednesday, July 20, from 3:00-4:00 p.m., at the
Green Lake Library
2. Wednesday, August 3, from 2:00-3:00 p.m., at the
Ballard Library
3. Saturday, August 13, from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., at
the Queen Anne Library
Summer Bird Programs continues, bottom of page 4.

Mowing in Discovery Park

The grass is growing, and Seattle Audubon is once
again actively working with Seattle Parks and Recreation to review and re-launch a clear mowing plan for
Discovery Park that will reduce mowing damage to
the breeding efforts of ground-nesting birds. This will
include a map and a schedule. Look for more information soon on Seattle Parks’ Discovery Park webpage,
and on Seattle Audubon’s Facebook page.
Summer 2016
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Science

&

Education

Puget Sound Seabird Survey, 2015-2016: PRELIMINARY REPORT
This spring Seattle Audubon wrapped up
the ninth season of the Puget Sound Seabird
Survey. From October through April, a record
number of 157 dedicated volunteers monitored seabirds along the coast of Puget Sound.
An all-time high of 120 sites were surveyed
this season (up from 115 in 2014-2015). This
year 58 different species were seen, which is
consistent with the number of species seen the
previous year. Please visit www.seabirdsurvey.org
for more information on the survey, including
how to become involved in the tenth season!
Expect to find a full, end-of-season report
online very soon. A special “thank you” to all
the volunteers who participated in the survey
this season – it would not have been possible
without you!

© Doug Schurman

by Chloe Beck, AmeriCorps Conservation Science Coordinator

Barrow's
Goldeneye

Species Recorded During the 2015-2016 PSSS Season
Greater White-fronted Goose
Snow Goose
Brant
Canada Goose
Gadwall
Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
King Eider
Harlequin Duck

Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yellow-billed Loon

Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Clark's Grebe
Brandt's Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
American Coot
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet

Rhinoceros Auklet
Tufted Puffin
Bonaparte's Gull
Heermann's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Western Gull
California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Caspian Tern
Western/Glaucous-winged
Gull hybrid

Summer Bird Programs, continued from page 3.

Family Friendly Fun Walk at Magnuson Park

Come hone your observation skills, learn why a bird has
a bill, act like a raptor, and get your birding fill. Scavenger hunts and activities galore, will surely make you want
to explore some more! Pre-registration is required. To register,
please call The Nature Shop at 206-523-4483, Mon-Sat,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4

Date/Time: Saturday, July 16, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Location: Magnuson Park. The group will meet at the Brig
Building and spend most of the hour exploring outdoors.
Limit: 12 children, plus their adult caregivers.
Cost: $2.00 per child.
The Family Friendly Fun Walk is appropriate for children ages
2 and up.

V o l u n t e e r

S e r v i c e

Volunteer Service Awards

In 2015, Seattle Audubon volunteers spent more than 10,697 hours working for birds and
nature. The numbers below are lifetime volunteer hours. An asterisk (*) indicates a new level
of service. Thank you to all Seattle Audubon volunteers!
7,000 +
Charles Kahle, Richard Youel

4,500 +
Steve Dang, Gerald Joyce, Marina
Skumanich

4,000+
Mary Anne Thorbeck

3,500 +
Walter Oelwein

3,000 +
Herb Curl, Virginia Morrison

2,500 +
Diana Aubin de Paradis, Janice
Bragg, *Marilyn Busher, Penny
Koyama, *Rachel Lawson, Jean
Mills, Constance Sidles,
*Neil Zimmerman

2,000 +
Rebecca Evans, Jane Hedberg, Teri
Martine, *Colene McKee, Suzanne
Peterson, Alison Wysong
n

1,500 +
Karen Adair, Terry Adams, *Virginia
Bound, *Jill Ericsson, Al Ferkovich,
Alan Humphrey, Jennifer Kauffman,
Paul Metzner, Eldon Olson, Judith
Roan, Barbara Webster, Paul
Webster

Deal, Laurie Ann Dudley, *Sharon
Ellard, *James Fiero, JoLinda Finne,
Rebecca Galloway, George Gerdts,
Miriam Gray, Virginia Harris,
*Jonathan Houghton, Chris
Karrenberg, Ronald Leamon, Judith
Leconte, Tiffany Linbo, *Donna
Luce, Bo McFadden, Marilynn
Miller, Jim O’Keeffe, *Jean Olson,
Linda Pomeroy, Jeanelle Richardson,
750 +
Mary Rogers, *Mark Salvadalena,
Shannon Bailey, Alan Grenon,
Michael Hobbs, *Catherine Jaramillo, Caryn Sengupta, Jane Sepede, Amy
Shumann, Sharon Sneddon, Jean
Colleen McShane, Kay Norton,
James Owens, *L. Scott Ramos, Arn Trent, Carmine Vincenzo, Susan
Yates
Slettebak, Kathy Slettebak, Carleen
Zimmerman

1,000 +

Pamela Cahn, *Linda Carroll,
Dianne Edmonds, Mark Johnston,
*Phyllis Moss, Martin Muller, Martha
Nester, Roberta Roberts, Thomas
Rohrer, Penny Rose, Robert Sieh,
Martha Taylor, *Cynthia Wang, Ann
Marie Wood, Sam Woods

100 +

500 +
*Lee Barnes, Matthew Bartels, Dennis
Conlon, Bert Dudley, Linda Falconer,
Helen Gilbert, Scott Hoskin,
Courtenay Jackson, *Gary Kelsberg,
Anna Martin, *Cheryl McArthur,
Kim McCormick, Sally Murdoch,
Henry Noble, Sarah Peden, Adam
Sedgley, Sharrie Shade, *John Tubbs,
Andrea Wuenschel

250 +
*Elaine Anderson, Alice Arnold,
Laura Ballard, *Penny Bolton, Patricia
Bredouw, Rodney Brown, Wanda
Browne, Stephanie Burkemoore,
Kathy Cooper, Michael Cross, *Ed

Christopher Anderson, Bryony
Angell, Emily Bishton, *Cara Borre,
*Tim Boyer, *Morry Browne,
Nathan Burkemoore, *Kathy Carson,
*Patricia Conlon, *Brett Cooper,
Paula Crockett, Vasiliki Demas,
Nancy Edmondson, Robert Faucett,
*Mike Freund, *Dasha Gudalewicz,
Barbara Guthrie, Carl Haynie, David
Hepp, Peter Hodum, *Anne Jacobs,
Renee Koval-Huenuqueo, *Dick
Lazeres, *Sarah Lorse, Dennis
Lund, Robert Martin, Lisa Moore,
*Patricia North, *Berl Nussbaum,
Jack Pauw, *Suzanne Richman,
Mary Russell, Laura Saunders,
*Doug Schurman, Jud Scovill,
Lynne Smith, Mia Spangenberg,
*Joe Sweeney, Cheryl Wotus

Seattle Audubon is pleased to recognize these active volunteers with reported volunteer hours
during the past 3 years. Is your name missing from this list? Please help us track your support
by emailing your volunteer hours to volunteerc@seattleaudubon.org.
Savannah Sparrow

Summer 2016
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F i e l d

Anna's
Hummingbird

Field Trips–
Rules of the Road
For detailed information
on field trips offered in the
next month, visit our website at www.seattleaudubon.org. You will find:
• A complete schedule of
upcoming trips.
• A detailed listing for
each trip, including destination, leader, meeting
place, and a description
of what you can expect
to see.
• A checklist of what to
bring.
• Carpool guidelines.
• Directions to the trip
meeting places.
• Registration dates and
process.
• General rules for field
trip participants.
• A copy of the “liability
release form” you will
need to sign the day of
the trip. Like most other
organizations that offer
public field trips, Seattle
Audubon now requires
participants to sign a
waiver as a condition
of participating in these
free services.
The field trip schedule will
be updated the first of each
month, so be sure to check
our web site regularly!
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T r i p s

These Boots Are Made
for Birding . . .

Sequalitchew Creek Trail hike to a South
Puget Sound beach. July and August are
excellent for a shorebird trip to view returnby Sharon Ellard
ing migrants or a South Cle Elum trip that
The Field Trips Committee urges you to
might yield Calliope and Black-chinned
check www.seattleaudubon.org for Field Trips Hummingbirds, Williamson’s Sapsucker,
and Neighborhood Bird Walks in June,
and Cassin’s Finch. Also good is a summer
July and August. Here are some summer
hike at Mt. Rainier, looking for White-tailed
birding ideas: For those of you who are not Ptarmigan, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, and
landlubbers, a Sunset Cruise around Protec- American Pipit. Watch our website for more
tion Island may be just the thing; in June,
coming (trip) attractions! And don’t forget
for instance, you can experience a romantic that our local parks can be reached easily by
evening observing huge numbers of nesting bus and offer an amazing variety of birds in
seabirds (PUFFINS!) as well as the antics of June. One small field trip reminder: please
marine mammals. The sounds of birds are
let Audubon (or field trip leaders, if day
featured on trips to the Redmond Waterof trip) know if you can’t make a trip you
shed Preserve and on hikes to Snoqualmie
signed up for. Our leaders really need this
information!
Point. And here’s something new to try—a

Neighborhood Bird Walks
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour bird walk. No sign-up required!
Beginning birders and new Seattleites will especially enjoy this exposure to the rich
variety of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend. If needed,
request binoculars from Seattle Audubon’s Nature Shop at least a week in advance. Further information is available from the The Nature Shop, 206-523-4483.

Tuesday, June 7, 8:00-10:00 a.m., Union Bay Natural Area
Leaders: Mike Freund and Joe Sweeney
Union Bay Natural Area is in northeast Seattle, east of the University of Washington.
Meet at the UW’s Center for Urban Horticulture, in the East parking lot, off NE 41st
Street, one block beyond the place where Mary Gates Memorial Drive turns left to
become NE 41st Street.
Thursday, June 23, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Washington Park Arboretum
Leader: Penny Bolton
The Washington Park Arboretum is on the shore of Lake Washington, in the Madison Park neighborhood of Seattle. This evening stroll will give you the opportunity
to learn more about the flora and fauna of this special Seattle park and tree collection. This is a good walk for families with children, but please, don't bring your
dogs. Meet at the Graham Visitors Center parking lot.
Saturday, June 25, 9:00-11:00 a.m., Magnuson Park
Leaders: Jan Bragg and Pam Cahn; Meeting Point: Promontory Point Pavilion
Magnuson Park is in NE Seattle. Take bus #75 to the NE 65th St entrance on Sand
Point Way NE. Meet at the Promontory Point Pavilion, a red-metal-roofed structure
next to the little drive-in road at the west edge of parking lot E-1. It is marked with a
pink square on the Magnuson Park map.
Tuesday, July 12, 8:00-10:00 a.m., Magnuson Park
Leaders: Jen McKeirnan & Joe Sweeney; Meeting Point: Promontory Point Pavilion
Magnuson Park is in NE Seattle. Take bus #75 to the NE 65th St entrance on Sand
Point Way NE. Meet at the Promontory Point Pavilion (see directions and description in the June 25 listing).

Classes & The Nature Shop

Summer 2016
Classes

See the Seattle Audubon website for complete class listings and new additions.
www.seattleaudubon.org
Birding by Ear for Beginners, with Hans
deGrys — class June 9, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the
Lakeside School, field trip June 11 at Juanita
Bay Park
Pelagic Birding, with Mike Donahue — July
19 and 26, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., at the Phinney
Center
Field Sketching, with Carleen Zimmerman
— class on July 28, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., at the
Seattle Audubon office; field trip July 30,
Magnuson Park

Seattle Audubon International Trips:

Belize

From five-foot-tall Jabirus, to four-inch Buff-bellied Hummingbirds, to
White-collared Manikins bouncing around during lek displays, Seattle
Audubon’s birding tour of Belize this past March found 265 bird species.
In addition to enjoying sights such as Keel-billed Toucan, Collared Aracari, Gartered Trogon, Spectacled Owl, Bat Falcon and the flashy Royal
Flycatcher, participants toured Mayan ruins, explored jungles, snorkeled
in the Caribbean Sea, and learned about the country and local conservation efforts from Belizean guides while staying at comfortable lodges. The
primary guide, Peter Herrera, was outstanding. The tour also included
apprentice guides at various sites — part of National Audubon’s International Alliance Program in Central and South America, which trains
locals who live near preserves to be birding guides. The program focuses
on developing ecotourism in key areas along flyways, to provide income
in rural communities while developing local advocates who will protect
important bird habitat. In Belize, this partnership with Belize Audubon
helps promote sustainable ecotourism.
If you’re interested in taking an international birding trip with Seattle
Audubon, contact Toby Ross, tobyr@seattleaudubon.org.

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Mondays through Saturdays year round

T h e N a t u re S h o p
Where prof its are for the birds
8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • 206-523-4483
w w w. seattl eaudubon. org

OPEN ‘TIL 7:00 p.m.
the 2nd Tuesday of each month

NEW
Sibley Birds West, 2nd Ed.
Member Price $15.96

June 14 • July 12 • August 9

NEW
Bartholomew Quill
Member Price $14.40
From the author of Feathers and
The Triumph of Seeds, a lyrical
journey with a crow

10 different
hummingbird
feeders
in stock

Now featuring
USED BOOKS
from $1.
Selection added
to regularly

NEW AND IMPROVED:
• Updated habitat, description,
behavior, and conservation text for
each species account and all family
pages.
• All illustrations taken from rescanned and colorcorrected second printing of the second edition of the
Sibley Guide.
• More species and rarities included

Members always receive
20% OFF books!

AND Member Pricing on seed!
Summer 2016
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Don’t miss the party of the century! Mark your calendar to shake a tail feather
with your friends at Seattle Audubon’s masquerade fundraiser.

Ticket Information & Details Available Later This Summer:
www.seattleaudubon.org/100years

