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Summer Fun!
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Riddles and Puzzle Answers
CHICKADEE anagram possible answers: had, hide, cake, ace, 
ice, die, dike, hike, deck, head, heed, cheek, idea, chick, check.

�ROBIN

�WOODPECKER

�HUMMINGBIRD

�BROWN 
CREEPER

�FINCH

�WREN

�CHICKADEE
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Photo by Gloria Z. Nagler, Seattle Audubon –
Seattle Times Photo Contest

I'm the part of the bird that's not in the sky. I can 
swim in the ocean and yet remain dry. What am I?

Answer: A shadow

Even though I have two wings
I’m a bird that cannot fly
I often like to swim though
And on ice is where I dry

Answer: A penguin
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Dear Adults

Summer fun!

Summer is a busy time for everyone: barbecues, travel, 
summer camp, and, hopefully, some relaxation. With the 
weather being so wonderful, it is natural for us to want 
to go out and explore. Birds are quite active during the 
summer, but will often have a quiet period during the 
hottest part of the day. So early morning and dusk 
birding will result in the most success, and the most 
comfortable birding experience for everyone! Enjoy!

Mark your calendars for the following family-friendly 
summer events:

Summer Movie Night*: Spend a fun evening watching 
a bird movie! We’ll provide the popcorn. Movie title TBD. 
Thursday, July 20th, 6:30-8:00, Magnuson Park Brig, 
View Ridge Room

Rookery Summer Carnival: Join us for carnival style 
games, bird-related activities, and snacks in our big 
summer camp room! Friday, August 18th, 5:30-7:30pm, 
Magnuson Park Brig, View Ridge Room

Fledglings and Friends Story Time: Every third 
Wednesday of the month from 10:30-11:15am at the 
Seattle Audubon Nature Shop.

June 21: Look Up! Sun, Moon, Clouds
July 19: Ducks
August 16: Seeds and Berries

We are looking forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events!

*Rookery members and families only, RSVP at the number below.

For more information, visit 
www.seattleaudubon.org

or call: 206-523-4483

Puzzles and Games

Test your basic bird ID skills. Draw a line between 
the bird silhouette and its name.
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� ROBIN

� WOODPECKER

� HUMMINGBIRD

� BROWN 
CREEPER

� FINCH

� WREN

� CHICKADEE
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Puzzles and Games Let’s Go Outside!

Time to go to the beach!

Whether you like to swim or not, the beach is a wonderful 
place to go during the summer. Pacific Northwest rocky 
beaches offer many different species of birds, 
invertebrates, and other organisms a distinct habitat that 
is incredible to explore. So check the tide charts, grab your 
sunscreen, the scavenger hunt list below, and go explore a 
local beach!

How many words can you make with the 
letters in the word CHICKADEE?

CHICKADEE

1. ___________    2. ___________

3. ___________    4. ___________

5. ___________    6. ___________

7. ___________    8. ___________

9. ___________  10. ___________

11. __________  12. ___________

13. __________  14. ___________

BEACH SCAVENGER HUNT

Birds

� Great Blue Heron 

� Glaucous-winged Gull

� American Crow

� Pigeon Guillemot

� Double-crested 
Cormorant

� Bald Eagle

� Osprey

� Belted Kingfisher

Invertebrates

� Shore Crab

� Hermit Crab

� Limpet

� Gunnel

� Purple Sea Star

� Sea Cucumber

� Chiton

� Flat Worm



Today’s Date: _________________  Weather: ______________________

Location: ________________________________

My Beach Observations

The birds I saw today:

___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Other organisms I saw today:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

The most interesting thing I found: _____________________

Here’s sketch of it:
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My Nature Journal Spotlight on Chickadees

Songs and Calls
Chickadee calls are one of the most distinct, since they say 
their own name! So do both species sounds the same? Not 
quite! See the chart below:

4

Call/Song Black-capped
Chestnut-

backed
Notes

“fee-bee” YES NO
High 

pitched

“chick-a-dee-
dee”

YES
YES (thin and 

scratchy, fewer 
“dee-dees”

Both say it, 
but a bit 

differently

“gargle” NO YES
Short clicks, 
followed by 
lower note

Chickadee Color-by-Numbers

1

1

1

1

2

2

2
2

2

2
4

3

3

4

5

1 – BLACK 2 – GREY 3 – CHESTNUT 4 – LIGHT GREY  5 – BUFF

(Eyes and beaks are black)

Chestnut-Backed

Black-Capped
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Spotlight on Chickadees

Black-capped and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees

Scientific Names
Poecile atricapillus (BCC) and 
Poecile rufescens (CBC)

General Info
Chickadees are small songbirds 
common in Seattle parks and 
backyards. Both species have 
white cheeks, black chins, and 
grey wings. Black-capped 
chickadees have buff sides 
fading to white bellies, and 
Chestnut-backed have a deep 
chestnut color on their backs, 
shoulders, and sides. They also 
have dark brown rather than 
black heads.

Habitat and Diet
Chickadees are omnivores. They 
eat insects, spiders, seeds, and 
berries. Though both species 
come to backyard birdfeeders, 
Black-capped are more 
commonly seen as they live in 
more urban areas, and 
Chestnut-backed prefer forests.

Nesting
Chickadees are cavity nesters, 
and will use old woodpecker 
holes, or excavate new holes in 
soft rotten wood. They will also 
use artificial nest boxes. Both the 
male and the female help with 
nesting and rearing their young. 
The females lay and incubate 6-7 
eggs in nests that are made up 
of moss, lichen, grass, and soft 
fur.

Behavior
Chickadees are territorial during 
breeding season, but will flock 
with several different species in 
the winter. They can often be 
seen hanging upside down in 
trees and shrubs, picking small 
insects and caterpillars off of the 
undersides of twigs, branches, 
and needles. They store food in 
many different hiding places in 
the fall, and find them to eat in 
the winter.

My Nature Journal

You can use this space to take notes or sketch 

what you saw!
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Coloring PagesColoring Pages

How many small birds can you find in the picture? Color the picture, then add more birds!

Illustrated by 
Kelle Standley


