
Science is
by Janelle Schafer, Staff Member  

For 23 years, the FUN program has 
provided hands-on, science inquiry 
lessons for over 20,000 3rd - 4th 
graders in Seattle.  Through a series 
of eight outdoor lessons, students 
learn about nature in their own 
schoolyards.   

We are seeking enthusiastic volunteers to help lead students 
through small group, hands-on lessons for the upcoming school year. 

For some students, this science experience is more than just FUN; 
it’s a career path that has just begun!

Please contact Janelle Shafer, Elementary School 
Programs Manager, at 523-8243 X19, if you are 
interested in volunteering or if you would like more 
information.
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Membership Meeting, September 16, 6-9:00PM 
with guest Alan Bauer

E v e n t

Join us Thursday, 
September 16th at our 
membership meeting 
with guest Alan Bauer, 
as we kick off the Fall 
season.  Alan is a profes-
sional freelance photographer specializing in 
the natural history and beauty of the Pacifi c 
Northwest. Alan has lived in the region all 
of his life, having grown up on a large fam-
ily farm in Oregon's Willamette Valley, and 
has lived in Washington State for the past 22 
years.  He will share his knowledge of great 
local day hikes, fantastic birding spots, and 
where to go in the Northwest during the 
autumn months.  

Seattle Audubon Membership Meetings 
are held at REI downtown, 222 Yale Ave N. 
Doors open at 6 PM with refreshments and 
the program begins at 6:30.  All are welcome.  
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SEATTLE AUDUBON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers
President, Cathy Jaramillo
Vice President, Bill Keppler
Secretary, Rachel Lawson 
Treasurer, Erin Gray

Chairs
Conservation, Colleen McShane 
Development, Tom Riley 
Education, Open
Legal Advisor, Lori Rath 

Past President, Randy Robinson 
Science, Rob Faucett 

Members at Large
Dianne Edmonds
Lindsay Halm
John Hoekstra
Charlie Kahle
Connie Sidles

Allie Spiess
Melissa Willoughby 
Richard Youel
Neil Zimmerman

Volunteer View
• Thank you, Volunteers!
After five years of service to the Field 
Trips Committee, Denis DeSilvis and 
Mary Frances Mathis, both Master Bird-
ers, are each stepping down from this 
post.  You can still look for Denis and 
Mary Frances as field trip leaders.  A 
tremendous thank you to Denis and Mary 
Frances for their countless contributions 
to the field trips program!  

• Volunteer Opportunities
Seattle Audubon seeks new board mem-
bers to join our team.  Experience in mar-
keting, fundraising, and/or outreach is of 
particular interest.  Contact Jen Mullen, 
Volunteer Coordinator, to express interest 
or suggest a good candidate: (206) 523-
8243 X12 or jenm@seattleaudubon.org

• Fall is upon us and it’s time to reconnect 
with elementary school children through 
our Finding Urban Nature (FUN) environ-
mental education program.  We will hold a 
volunteer training for FUN volunteers on 
Saturday, October 2 from 8:30 am to Noon.  
Team Leaders are needed to coordinate 
lessons at individual schools, and FUN vol-
unteers are needed to teach lessons to small 
groups of children.  For more details or to 
volunteer, contact Janelle Shafer, Elemen-
tary School Programs Manager, at (206) 
523-8243 X19 or janelles@seattleaudubon.
org.  See page 7 for 
more details.  

S e a t t l e
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Shop Assistant
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Coordinator
Adam Sedgley, x21, Science 

Manager
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Retail Operations
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WEB SITES
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Earthcare Northwest, the 
official newsletter of Seattle 
Audubon
Coordinator, Brendan McGarry
Publisher, Paige Byerly
Design and Layout, Sandy Welch 
Proofing, Hanna Atkins 
Advertising Manager, 
Jacqui Campbell, x 47, or 
earthcare@seattleaudubon.org. 
Submissions should be sent 
via e-mail to
earthcare@seattleaudubon.org 
by the 1st of the month preceding 
publication. Address 
changes should be sent to 
info@seattleaudubon.org. 
Submissions will be edited and 
published at Seattle Audubon's 
discretion.
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Each year Seattle Audubon recognizes 
outstanding community leaders for 
exemplary contributions to local en-
vironmental education, conservation 
and science.

We recognized the following 
award winners at the Appreciation 
and Awards Dinner in June.  Japhy 
Whalen received the Education 
Award for his unparalleled work in 
Seattle Public Schools fostering the 
next generation of environmental 
stewards.  The Maple Leaf Communi-

Congratulations to Seattle 
Audubon’s 2010 Annual 
Award Winners!

ty Council and the Menachem Mendel 
Seattle Cheder Day School received the 
Conservation Award for their inspiring 
work to protect Seattle’s urban forests.  
Dr. Art Kruckeberg received the Sci-
ence Award for his unique contributions 
to our understanding of, and apprecia-
tion for, the Puget Sound environment 
through its native flora.  Virginia Mor-
rison received the President’s Award for 
her longtime, incalculable contributions 
to the Nature Shop, and for her leader-
ship of the Volunteer Committee.

Please join us in thanking these 
incredible award winners when you see 
them.
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofi t 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Leah Lee              
206-523-8243, x16
leahl@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115
206-523-4483

Seattle Audubon’s Legacy Club
By including Seattle Audubon 
in your will, you are providing 
a legacy for birds, nature, and 
communities for generations to 
come.  

“I’ve been a member of Seattle 
Audubon for more than 20 years 
because we share a commitment to 
protecting birds and nature.

Seattle Audubon’s conserva-
tion work and youth education 
programs are especially important 
to me—and I wanted to make sure 
that they were available long after 
I’m gone.”  

—Legacy Club Member

We invite you to 
become a part of 
this special 
group of Seattle 
Audubon supporters who 
have made a commit-
ment to protecting birds and 
nature. 

If you’d like to receive infor-
mation on making a planned 
gift, or have already included 
Seattle Audubon in your will, 
please email Leah Lee, Director 
of Membership & Development, 
at leahl@seattleaudubon.org or 
by phone at 206-523-8243 x 16. 

  

A u d u b o n

I continue to be amazed 
with the multitude of ways 
that Seattle Audubon 
connects people with birds 
and nature.  I recently 
heard from a long time 
member who shared with 
me why she supports our 
efforts.  She told me “Last 
spring I hired a couple of 
BirdWatch students to do yard work 
to earn money for their spring birding 
trip to Arizona.  I loved the experience 
of watching them energetically  push 

wheelbarrows of chips 
through mud in a steady 
rain, joyfully point-
ing out and identifying 
all the birds they saw 
to each other as they 
worked for hours.”  That 
brief vignette epitomizes 
the heart of our mission: 
two teenagers whose 
passion for birds was 
cultivated by our youth 

education programs, unknowingly yet 
effectively inspiring an older retiree to 
value and protect the natural habitat in 
her community. 

Inspiration
by Shawn Cantrell

Thank you, 
outgoing board 

members!

We’d like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to the 
following board members for 
their extraordinary service 
to Seattle Audubon over the 
past several years.  Jane 
Hedberg served on the board 
for 14 years, including serv-
ing as board President from 
2004-2006, the publisher of 
Earthcare Northwest, and 
Chair of the Development 
Committee.  Paulette Hunter 
chaired the Education Com-
mittee, championing Seattle 
Audubon’s excellent educa-
tion programs.  Tom Riley 
served for 14 years, providing 
expertise as board Treasurer, 
Finance Committee Chair, 
board V.P. and President from 
2001-2004, and Development 
Committee Chair.  Marina 
Skumanich shared her skills 
as Conservation Committee 
Chair, Finance Committee 
Chair, Development Com-
mittee member, and board 
President from 2006-2008.  
Allie Spiess served on the 
Finance Committee.  Melissa 
Willoughby has volunteered 
for 12 years, including 
performing as the Publisher 
for Earthcare Northwest and 
board V.P. 

Many thanks to each 
of you for your tremendous 
service to Seattle Audubon!
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C o n s e r v a t i o nS p o t l i g h t  o n  S c i e n c e

Volunteers collected data on seabird populations in six 
counties: Island, Jefferson, Snohomish, King, Pierce 
and Thurston.
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Puget Sound Seabird Survey
by Adam Sedgley, Seattle Audubon Science Manager

Puget Sound provides 
crucial wintering habitat 
for nearly 70 species of 
seabirds: from south-
bound Black Brant to 
northbound Heermann’s 
Gulls and resident Pi-
geon Guillemots. Armed 
with optics, warm layers 
and a scientific protocol, 
intrepid PSSS volunteers 
gathered on beaches 
for the third winter to 
collect valuable data 
on their populations. 
Sixty-eight survey sites 

stretched from Penn Cove on Whidbey 
Island south to the Olympia waterfront, 
where over ninety volunteers tallied 51 
species of waterfowl, loons, grebes, cormo-
rants, gulls and alcids. This synchronized 
effort is unique; it is the only land-based 
and multi-month survey in Puget Sound. 

Seabirds are an important component 
of the Puget Sound ecosystem and can 
therefore serve as a valuable – and con-
spicuous – indicator of its health. With 
the help of volunteers, Seattle Audubon 
is building a scalable, long-term program 
that will make valuable contributions to 
the growing amount of data collected in 
Puget Sound. For example, the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) has incorporated PSSS data 
into their oil spill response planning ef-
forts so that areas of high abundance or 
diversity can be protected in the tragic 
event of an oil spill, the importance of 
which is underscored by the recent eco-
logical devastation in the Gulf of Mexico. 
A member of the WDFW Oil Spill Team 
stated “it’s wonderful that Seattle Audu-
bon was able to put this info online so 
that others can benefit from it and come 
to understand and appreciate what citizen 

science can accomplish when well-de-
signed and executed.”

Are you a birdwatcher who’d like to 
make a valuable contribution to science? 
Volunteer for PSSS! Surveys are on the 
first Saturday of each month, October 
through April. If distinguishing between 
Lesser and Greater Scaups is still a chal-
lenge, you can be teamed up with more 
experienced observers. Visit www.seabird-
survey.org or contact Adam Sedgley at 
adams@seattleaudubon.org to learn more. 
    

Bob Stallcop at Dash Point 
State Park, one of two sites 
in south King County that he 
has visited since the program 
began in 2007!
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C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o r n e r

not see the connection between trees and 
a healthy environment. Case in point, the 
City of Seattle is in the process of updat-
ing their tree regulations. Currently, the 
updated rules strip most of the regula-
tory components and seek to retain trees 
through purely voluntary methods. Com-
mon sense dictates that there needs to be a 
balance between carrots (incentives) and 
sticks (rules). The proposed rules do not 
achieve this balance. Please visit the City 
of Seattle’s Releaf website www.seattle.
gov/trees/ to track the update process and 
provide comments. Public comment will be 
solicited until early October. Seattle Audu-
bon is heavily invested in this process, and 
will work hard to ensure Seattle’s urban 
forest remains healthy and viable. 

Spotlight on 
Board Member 
Lindsay Halm

Lindsay Halm, At Large 
board member, practices 
law at Schroeter Gold-
mark & Bender, where she 
focuses on ending work-
place discrimination and 
illegal pay practices.  She 
also represents victims of 
sexual assault and people 
who have suffered serious 
injuries.  Before becoming 
an attorney, Lindsay was an 
environmental planner for 
King County on topics rang-
ing from salmon recovery to 
climate change.  She earned 
her undergraduate degree 
from Bowdoin College in 
environmental studies and 
government, and her law 
degree from the University of 
Washington.  Lindsay spends 
her spare time birding and 
exploring her native Puget 
Sound.  Thank you, Lindsay, 
for your service to Seattle 
Audubon!

Urban Trees: Help Needed 
by Matthew Mega, Director of Conservation

Whether 
it’s slowing 
stormwater, 
cleaning the 
air or provid-
ing habitat for 
our many birds 
species trees 
are an integral 
part of the 

urban infrastructure. Just like our roads, 
sewers and other utilities trees provide 
monetary, social and environmental 
benefits.  Unfortunately, many people take 
trees for granted and still consider them 
to be “pretty green things” or amenities. 
This makes updating regulations to protect 
trees difficult because people simply do 

The Connected Canopy: Columbia City and Beyond
by Matthew Mega, Director of Conservation 

Seattle Audubon received an urban 
forestry grant from the Department of 
Natural Resources to engage the Co-
lumbia City neighborhood of Seattle 
in protecting and enhancing the tree 
canopy in their neighborhood. This 
will be a pilot project that we hope to 
bring to other Seattle neighborhoods 
in the future. The goal of the grant 
is to promote interconnecting tree 
canopy and foster the protection of 
mature trees, especially conifers as a 
primary benefit to nesting urban birds, 
and as well as other ecosystem ser-
vices such as stormwater management 
and air quality. To accomplish these 
goals we will be holding public meet-
ings in 2010 and 2011, establishing a 
citizen steering committee and con-
ducting a series of green infrastructure 
mapping exercises. If you live in the 

Columbia City neighborhood and 
would like to participate, or would 
simply like to learn more about trees 
and tree protection please contact 
Matt @ 206-523-8243.

    Columbia City 
    Tree Canopy
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Banding Camp
by Isabel Christy, Birdwatch Member 

Ever since I joined BirdWatch in Febru-
ary this year, I have enjoyed the many 

opportunities it has to 
offer.  Being the new 
kid in any close group 
like BirdWatch can 
be hard, but everyone 
there is so accepting 
and inclusive that I 
soon felt at home.  I 
always look forward to 
the monthly meetings, 

where I can learn about many interesting 
bird topics from the fantastic guest speak-

ers and also bond with teens that have 
similar interests to mine.  So far, my favor-
ite activity has been bird banding.  I was 
taught how to catch, band, and analyze 
birds at PSBO’s teen bird banding camp, 
and now I can participate in BirdWatch’s 
banding project at Seward Park once a 
month.  This is a chance for high school 
students like me to be out in the field, 
doing real science! BirdWatch has been a 
fun and enriching experience, and I look 
forward to another year full of fantastic 
fieldtrips, bird banding, and often hilari-
ous memory making moments.

Bird Banding Camp
by Jacob King, Birdwatch Member 

This year was the second year I've attended 
Puget Sound Bird Observatory's (PSBO) 
Cascade Bird Banding Camp, and both 
times I found it a great experience. In fact, 
after last year's camp I liked it so much that 
I volunteered with other members of the 
Birdwatch program, banding birds monthly 
at events sponsored by PSBO whenever 

I could during the school year,. This 
year's Cascade banding trip was es-
pecially fun because I got to help out 
those who were new at bird banding, 
having done it previously. 

Most of the banding this year was 
done at McDaniel Lake and Cash Prai-
rie, up in the Cascades above Naches, 
WA.   Our banding group camped 
at McDaniel Lake, in a campground 
with two outhouses, no showers and 
no running water. This wasn't really 
a hardship when compared to the 

record-breaking number of mosquitoes! 
We also had to watch out for squirrels 
trying to grab our food. After breakfast 
each day we'd get organized and then go 
out and set up the nets. Then we'd hang 
out and talk at the banding station, in 
between our frequent net runs. We went 

back to the campsite for lunch, some free 
time and playing soccer. Later in the day, 
we'd have a lecture from Dan Froehlich, 
head of PSBO, about different aspects 
of bird banding. This format was a good 
way to learn a lot about the birds, and the 
banding process itself.

The birds we caught most often this 
year were Oregon Juncos, though we 
also caught a few Williamson's sapsuck-
ers, an American Robin, a Black-headed 
Grosbeak, some Chipping Sparrows, and 
several species of warblers and flycatchers. 
We caught and banded a Sora late in the 
week, which was exciting because we’d 
heard them previous years, but we hadn't 
seen them. However, this capture didn't 
happen in our nets. Instead, the bird ran 
under a tent, and when several of the 
group lifted the tent the bird ran out, and 
was hand-caught by Brendan Higgins.

Bird banding for me has been reward-
ing. I really like the chance to contribute 
to bird research in this way, and it has 
provided me with lots of opportunities 
to observe birds up close. I'd recommend 
Bird Banding Camp to any teen with a 
prior interest in birds and nature. 

E d u c a t i o n  C o n n e c t i o n
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ENHANCING our Elementary School Programs!
Seattle Audubon is pleased to announce 
that, our Elementary School Programs 
Manager, Janelle Shafer, has received a 
fellowship from TogetherGreen, a project 
of National Audubon in alliance with 
Toyota,  that aims to provide inspiration, 
leadership and opportunities that inspire 
people everywhere to take action at 
home, in their communities and beyond 
to improve the health of our environ-
ment.  The Together Green Fellowship 
enables Seattle Audubon to enhance 
our Elementary School Programs. Our 
Elementary School Programs consist of 
the Finding Urban Nature (FUN) and 
FUN Explorers.   

Finding Urban Nature Program 
(FUN) is focused on introducing 3rd 
and 4th grade students to the natural 
world in their own schoolyard habitats. 
Students involved in FUN participate in 
one-hour lessons throughout the school 
year led by a community or parent vol-
unteer. Each lesson focuses on introduc-
ing students to plants and animals found 
in their schoolyard and how living and 
nonliving things depend on each other. 
Through observation, discovery, and 
scientific inquiry, nearly 1,000 students 
each year learn how they can become 
better stewards of the world. 

FUN Explorers builds on the basic 
foundation laid by the FUN program, by 
helping 5th grade students to better 
understand a local environmental 
indicators—birds. Approximately 100 
students each year participate in 7-8 
lessons where they use scientific tools 
such as microscopes, binoculars and field 
guides to observe and identify birds in 
their schoolyard habitat. 

While these programs are successful 
and well established, the Together Green 
Fellowship will provide Seattle Audubon 
with the opportunity to integrate an 

environmental stewardship project into 
our 5th grade FUN Explorers program 
and empower students to become ac-
tively involved in their community.  The 
stewardship project will 
encourage students to 
work collaboratively 
to identify keystone bird 
species, research their habitats, 
and determine strategies for restor-
ing and protecting bird habitat.  As 
a culmination of the project, students 
will create a way to share the informa-
tion they have learned and present it to 
the community during a planned public 
outreach event.  

With the addition of the stewardship 
piece, students will gain a deeper under-
standing of neighborhood birds, strategies 
for protecting bird habitat, skills in public 
speaking, and increase community aware-
ness of birds and their habitats.  

7
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Endangered Birds of Washington
Shawn Cantrell, Executive Director of 
Seattle Audubon, and  Matt Mega, Mas-
ter Birder, Seattle Audubon Conservation 
Director  
Matt and Shawn will provide a mix of 
biological, legal and public policy infor-
mation, combining the birds’ life history 
and habitat needs with human activities 
impacting those needs.  Content will 
include:
• Species information on federally and 
state-listed endangered birds in Washing-
ton; how to identify them and where they 
might be seen.
• Causes of species decline and current/ 
ongoing threats facing each species.
• Recovery strategies and conservation 
activities.

Participants will learn about the most 
threatened bird species occurring in 
Washington, increase awareness of what 
is needed to recover sustainable popula-
tions of these endangered birds, and steps 
they can take as individuals. 
Class: Tuesday, September 21, 7-9PM
Location: CUH, Douglas Classroom
Cost: $20 members, $35 non-members.
Limit: 26 

Bird Feeding Behaviors 
& Adaptations
Dennis Paulson, PhD, Author and
Director Emeritus of the Slater Museum, 
UPS 
Are you interested in knowing the func-
tion of that monstrous bill on a pelican? 
Why hummingbirds hover? How a hawk 
uses its bill and feet to get a meal? Why 
flamingo and skimmer and toucan bills 
are so strange-looking? 

The class consists of two slide-illus-
trated lectures showing feeding adapta-
tions and discussing feeding strategies of 
birds all around the world.
Class: Tuesdays, October 5 & 12, 7-9PM
Location: CUH, Douglas Classroom
Cost: $80 members, $95 non-members.
Limit: 26

Bird Migration
Dennis Paulson, PhD, Author and
Director Emeritus of the Slater Museum, UPS
One of the most amazing natural phe-
nomena in the world is the annual migra-
tion of birds, millions of them sweeping 
north across all the continents in spring 
and returning south in fall.  Our own 
state features dozens of species that are 
involved in these movements.

The class consists of two lectures that 
will explain the phenomenon of migra-
tion and illustrate it with species from 
Washington and elsewhere.
Class: Wednesdays, October 20 and 27, 
7-9PM
Location: CUH, Douglas Classroom
Cost: $80 members, $95 non-members.
Limit: 26

Birds of the Puget Sound Area
Brian Bell, Master Birder, Author and 
Professional Guide
Fall is a great time to bird in Seattle and 
Puget Sound with the return of our win-
tering birds. Join us for the entire series 
or for individual sessions. 

Session 1: Sunday, Oct. 24, 8:00AM, 
Center for Urban Horticulture lot. 
Presentation: Basic Principles and how to 
choose binoculars. 
Field trip: The Union Bay Natural Area 
(aka: Montlake Fill), over by noon.

Session 2: Sunday, Oct. 31, 8:00AM, 
Discovery Park Interpretive Center.  
Presentation: Field guides and publications.                                    
Field trip: Discovery Park, over by noon. 

Session 3: Sunday, Nov. 7, 7:30AM,  
Marymoor Park, Off-Leash Dog Area 
parking lot. 
Presentation: Identification techniques.                                             
Field trip:  Marymoor Park, over by noon.

Session 4: Sunday, Nov. 14, 8:00AM, 
Ravenna Park and Ride.
Presentation: Birding ethics and etiquette.  
Field trip: Location to be determined – 
based on availability of species of interest.  
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C l a s s e s

Autumn 
Quarter Classes

Check out the classes offer-
ed and go to our website for 
more details. Remember to 
sign up early as classes can 
fill up quickly.

• Go to www.seattleaudubon.
org and look for the class link

• Call 206-523-4483 to reg-
ister.

• We now have a monthly 
electronic newsletter that 
includes announcements/re-
minders for upcoming class-
es and fieldtrips as well as 
profiles of many of our class 
instructors. If you would like 
to receive this e-news from 
Seattle Audubon, sign up at: 
info@seattleaudubon.org.

Continues on the following page
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F e a t u r e

Master Birder Program Information Session
On Wednesday September 15th at 7PM Seattle 
Audubon will be hosting an informational Open 
House for individuals interested in applying for the 
2011 season of our Master Birder program.  This adult 
education program is an incredible opportunity to 
learn about the identification and natural history of 
the birds of Washington State. It is an education-for-
service program established in 1988 that has gradu-
ated approximately 200 Master Birders. After passing 
an entrance exam, individuals complete two inten-
sive semesters studying Northwest birds.

The Open House will be held at the Center for 
Urban Horticulture, 3501 NE 41st Street in Seattle.  
It will provide an overview of the program, includ-
ing a sample course lecture by lead instructor Dr. 
Dennis Paulson, as well as a question and answer 
session to give prospective course participants the 
opportunity to learn more about the program re-
quirements and application process.

Check out our website for more information 
about the Open House as well as a description of the 
Master Birder program.

Series Special:  (4 for price of 3) 
$75 members, $90 non-members.                 
Must register for all 4; reverts to indi-
vidual session rate if any cancelled.
Limit:  15 per session

Bird Breeding Behavior
Dennis Paulson, PhD, Author,
Director Emeritus of the Slater Museum, 
UPS 
Although all of them lay eggs, in every 
other way birds show great variation in 
their reproduction, from albatrosses that 
lay a single egg, which takes over two 
months to hatch, to cowbirds that lay 
40 eggs in a season in the nests of other 
birds. Bird eggs vary in shape and size and 
color and number, their nests are among 
the most complex examples of animal 
architecture, and they raise their young 
in every way you can imagine. 

The class consists of two slide-
illustrated lectures that will attempt to 
make order of the array of bird breeding 
strategies.
Class:  Wednesdays, November 3 and 10, 
7-9PM 
Location: CUH, Douglas Classroom
Cost: $80 members, $95 non-members.
Limit: 26 

Crow Behavior and their 
Interactions with Humans
Barbara Clucas, PhD, UW postdoctoral 
researcher
In this class we will explore the 
relationship between humans 
and crows, and how this bird has 
earned its urban savvy reputation.  

Starting with the natural 
history and behavior of crows, 
we will then review a recent 
survey of human attitudes and 
behavior towards crows in two 
urban areas: Seattle, Washing-
ton and Berlin, Germany.  

Comparing cultural differences 
between Seattleites and Berliners, as 
well as differences from urban to 
rural settings, we will see how hu-
mans influence crow behavior, and 
what role crows play in our lives. 

Barbara is studying human-
avian interactions in urban areas with 
UW Professor John Marzluff.  Her past 
research has been featured on Animal 
Planet, National Geographic and in the 
New York Times.
Lecture: Tuesday, November 30, 7-9PM.  
Location: CUH, Douglas Classroom
Field Trips: Saturday, December 4 or 
December 11 
Cost: $60 members, $75 non-members.
Limit:  28.        

Continued from the previous page

C l a s s e s
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As summer begins to fade, why not 
journey to Washington’s beautiful coast?  
While diversity is typically down in 
summer, the North Coast of the Olympic 

Peninsula begins 
to spill over 
with shorebirds 
during fall 
migration and 
waterbirds begin 
to flock back.  
Enjoy a few of 
the profusion of 
spots in the rain 
shadow of the 
Olympics. 

A good starting point is Point Wil-
son, just North of Port Townsend.  An 
excellent spot for watching waterbirds 
year round, particularly to scope birds on 
Admiralty Inlet out to Whidbey Island.  
Many alcids, including Pigeon Guil-
lemot, Marbled Murrelet, Rhinoceros 
Auklet, and later into fall, Ancient Mur-

relets, can be spotted on the 
tidal rip.  Heermann's Gull 
and Pelagic Cormorants 
dwindle in summer giving 
way to loons, Brandt's Cor-
morants, and Long-tailed 
Ducks.  Migrating songbirds 
tend to congregate here 
as well; Horned Lark and 
American Pipits peruse the 
low sandy dunes.  

Heading West, a quick 
stop at Diamond Point on 
Discovery Bay is worth-
while.  Although typically 
out of the reach of scopes, 
nearby Protection Island 
is home to many breeding 
gulls and alcids and jagers 

lurk during late summer and fall.  Along 
Highway 101 farther toward Sequim, 
both West Sequim Bay State Park and 

John Wayne Marina offer good access 
to Sequim Bay for close views of White-
winged Scoter and large numbers of 
gulls.  Depending on tides, shorebirds can 
be found in smaller numbers along the 
stream outlet at the marina.  

Dungeness offers some of the best 
birding in the region, with opportuni-
ties for vagrants and migrants coming to 
land across the Straight of Juan de Fuca.  
Dungeness Spit is a fantastic although 
strenuous beach hike, 9 miles round trip 
from the trail head to the lighthouse at 
the end of the spit.  Later in the fall you 
should see large numbers of Brant that 
winter in impressive numbers, along with 
sea ducks, gulls, alcids, and loons.    

Nearby Three Crabs Road is a pre-
mier stop.  Along with common spe-
cies, vagrants like Ruff and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper have been recorded.  From the 
restaurant parking lot, Western Sandpip-
ers, Least Sandpipers, Yellowlegs, and 
Short-billed Dowitchers can often be 
seen in water by the roadway.  The best 
area is at the “horse ponds” a short walk 
east out of the parking lot, where Red-
necked Phalarope and Pectoral Sandpip-
ers are a few of the treats possible.  Arrive 
at high tide to capitalize on birds being 
pushed off the shore.

From here you can continue west 
towards Port Angeles, and farther Neah 
Bay, or if the weather is nice, make the 
trek into the mountains into Deer Park or 
up to Hurricane Ridge.  

From the Seattle area take the Edmonds-
Kingston Ferry and follow signs to Port 
Townsend and Sequim.  Alternatively the 
trip can be combined with a visit to Whidbey 
Island, taking the Keystone-Port Townsend 
Ferry or by driving Highway 16 North from 
the Tacoma area.            

                        

D e s t i n a t i o n

A Section of the North Olympic Coast
by Brendan McGarry, Seattle Audubon Staff
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Autumn Bird Watching
Fall is a wonderful time to bird and 
capture fall migrants and wintering sea 
ducks, raptors, geese, and swans.  Po-
tential good fall birding areas include:  
the coast; eastern Washington areas of 
Kittitas Valley and the Columbia River; 
islands and shorelines around Puget 
Sound; and the northern wintering areas 
of Samish/Skagit Flats, Reifel Refuge and 
Drayton Harbor.

Trips from Sunday September 19th to 
Saturday October 16th
Trips posted online:  September 1
Sign-ups begin:  Tuesday September 
14th
Mid-September is a great time to look 
for migrants.  Look for trips to the coast 
as well as inland locations to search for 
shorebirds.  In addition to shorebirds, 
this period offers an opportunity for trips 
to just about any location to turn up 
interesting birds after the doldrums of 
summer.

Trips from Sunday October 17th to 
Saturday November 13th
Trips posted online: October 1
Sign-ups begin:  Tuesday, October 12
This month is another transition month 
with migration finishing up and winter 
birds beginning to arrive.  Look for trips 
to various Puget Sound locations, as well 
as, a trip over the mountains to see what 
the Columbia Basin has to offer.

Trips from Sunday November 14th to 
Saturday December 18th
Trips posted online:  November 1
Sign-ups begin:  Tuesday, November 9
As we move into late November, the 
winter birds of the area are mostly in 
place and we’ll begin offering trips to 
some of our favorite winter hotspots.  
Look for multiple trips around the Puget 
Sound and perhaps a first trip to the 
Skagit/Samish Flats.

Please remember to check our website 
for the latest selection of field trips.  If 
you want to receive an email at the first 
of each month listing current field trips 
and classes, please sign up by sending an 
email to:   info@seattleaudubon.org with 
“monthly email” in the subject line.

Volunteer 
Spotlight on 

Mark Johnston 

Mark Johnston, longtime 
Seattle Audubon member, 
Master Birder, and Chair of 
the Field Trips Committee, 
was born in Portland, Or-
egon, and has lived through-
out Oregon, Washington and 
Alaska.  His professional life 
included work as a habitat 
biologist and a long career in 
the telecom industry.  Mark 
first became interested in 
birds in 1975 when he took a 
college course titled “Birds 
of Interior Alaska,” and has 
been an avid birder since the 
1980s.  He is committed to 
helping sustain the organiza-
tion’s historically strong Field 
Trips Program, and contin-
ues to volunteer for Seattle 
Audubon because he feels 
the time he contributes “is 
put to good use in support of 
birds, nature in general, and 
the environment.”  Thanks 
to Mark and the other field 
trip leaders and committee 
members, Seattle Audu-
bon continues to produce 
a great selection of high 
quality birding experiences 
that are of great benefit to 
Seattle Audubon members 
and the community.  Thank 
you, Mark, for your excellent 
leadership of the Field Trips 
Committee, and for leading 
exciting field trips year after 
year!

F i e l d  T r i p s
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For almost 20 years, Seattle Audubon’s Birdathon has 
captivated individual birders and families alike in an 
intense 24-hour birding whirlwind of fun and com-
petition.  Birders of all levels, from novice to expert 
Master Birder, engage in Audubon’s annual rite of 
spring by venturing into the field to identify and count 
as many bird species as possible.  This year, almost 
50 participants helped to raise $25,000 in support of 
Seattle Audubon’s education, advocacy, and recreation 
programs. The local business community also played 
a key role and contributed more than $7,000 in sup-
port of this event.  Individuals and teams accounted 
for over $13,000, field trips raised more than $1,600, 
Seattle Audubon’s Board of Directors raised $4,000, 
and Seattle Audubon’s staff raised a whopping $6,600.  
A huge “thank you” to each individual participant, 
family, and team!        

Birdathon has always been about appreciating birds 
and nature, and raising critical funds in support of 
Seattle Audubon's programs. This year, we were able 
to offer many great prizes as incentives, thanks to the 
local businesses that chose to support our work.  Win-
ners received some amazing gifts and, it’s important to 
note, the odds of winning this year’s Grand Prize was 
only 1 in 50! 

Most Money Raised by Individual – Bert Dudley
Most Money Raised by a Team – Master Birder 
 Class 2001
Most Species by Individual – Jennifer Kauffman
Most Species by Team – DJD&P
Most Species under 12 – Lurking Luthys
GRAND PRIZE DRAWING for any individual or 

team raising $250 or more – Paul & Barbara Webster.  
Congratulations Barbara and Paul! 

I’d like to take a moment from our birding-after 
glow to talk about this event and think about ways to 
ensure its providing the fuel for our mission.  While we 
didn’t meet this year’s fundraising goal of $40,000, we 
did successfully raise over $25,000 with only 50 partici-
pants.  At Massachusetts Audubon, however, they had 
650 participants and raised $170,000.  As the largest 
chapter in Washington State with 5,500 member-
households, I know that we can do more in support of 
birds and nature.  I’m excited to see how many mem-
bers participate in next year’s Big Day, or Birdathon.   

If you’ve never experienced a Birdathon, I hope you 
will consider joining us next year as we go outside and 
enjoy the beauty of the Pacific Northwest, engage in 
some friendly competition, and raise funds that sustain 
our work.  Don’t let your beginning birder status stop you 
from participating; experienced birders will also be in the 
field and are eager to help pass on their knowledge and 
skill.  And don’t forget field trips!  Many first-timers find 
that signing up for trips (posted on the Seattle Audubon 
website each spring) is an easy and excellent way to get 
“plugged-in” the Audubon community.  

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank each 
one of the local businesses that came forward in support 
of our conservation, education, and enjoyment activities 
by donating to Birdathon.  Despite the current economic 
woes and decreased giving budgets, the companies listed 
below made the decision to give to Seattle Audubon.  
Moreover, this decision was made during a time when 
requests for support have jumped exponentially.  On 
behalf of the entire staff, board, and volunteers, I share 
my deepest gratitude for the support Seattle Audubon has 
received, and I look forward to partnering with you again 
next year.  

Birdathon 2010 Sponsors: 

Birdathon 2010 (AKA “The Big Day”)
by Leah Lee, Staff Member

Alaska Airlines/Horizon Air
Friday Harbor House
Imagekind, Inc. 
Julia’s Restaurant
Karen Adair
Meany Hall for 

Performing Arts
Nikon
Jeanette O’Connor
Pentax
Rainier Investment 

Management

Redline
Seattle Sounders FC 
Sleeping Lady 

Mountain Resort
Schroeter Goldmark 

& Bender
The Island House 

on Camano
Vortex Optics
Wing Luke Museum

Reminder: If you haven’t done so already, please come 
to the Nature shop and pick up your Birdathon T-shirt.  
Any leftover shirts will be put up for sale in the shop.  

If you have any questions about Birdathon and how 
funds raised from this event support our work, please 
contact Leah Lee, Director of Membership & Develop-
ment, via email at leahl@seattleaudubon.org or at 206-
523-8243 x 16.

M e m b e r  R e l a t i o n s
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Neighborhood Bird Walks
Members and guests are invited to Saturday 
morning bird walks in several locations around 
Seattle.  Each walk lasts about two hours.  No sign 
up is required.  Beginning birders, families, and 
new residents are welcomed.  Check our web site 
(www.seattleaudubon.org) or call our Nature Shop 
(206-523-4483) for more information, including 
directions or to request a loan of binoculars.

Schedule for Fall 2010 
(September through November) 

• September 18, 2010 - 9:00AM
Union Bay Natural Area
Fran Wood, 206-323-2296 
fbwood@u.washington.edu
Union Bay Natural Area lies in NE Seattle, east 
of the University of Washington. Meet at the 
Center for Urban Horticulture in the East parking 
lot off NE 41st Street, one block beyond the place 
where Mary Gates Memorial Drive turns left to 
become NE 41st Street.

• October 16, 2010 - 8:30AM
Discovery Park
Neil Zimmerman, 425-485-3122
N3zims@comcast.net
Discovery Park is at the western end of Interbay-
Magnolia. Meet near the toilet facility at the 
South Parking lot (enter on right off W Emerson 
St. just beyond Viewmont Way W).

• November 6, 2010 - 9:30AM
Seward Park
Richard Youel, 206-282-3758
cryouel@msn.com
Seward Park is on the shore of 
Lake Washington at S. Orcas 
St. and Lake Washington Blvd. 
Meet in front of the nature cen-
ter at the east edge of the oval 
driveway. Metro bus #39.

 

Spotlight on 
Development 
Committee 

Member 
Bethany Guldi

Bethany Guldi was born 
and raised in the Pacifi c 
Northwest.  She grew up 
enjoying summers in the San 
Juan Islands and winters in 
the Cascades, and natu-
rally developed an interest in 
environmental conservation 
along the way.  She has been 
pursuing a career in fund-
raising for the past several 
years, most recently as the 
Development Specialist at 
Seattle Goodwill.  She is 
currently enjoying some time 
off with her family and the 
Northwest summer.

Bethany has a degree 
in Cultural Anthropology 
from the University of British 
Columbia and a certifi cate 
in Fundraising Manage-
ment from the University 
of Washington.  She is an 
active member of several 
professional fundraising 
organizations including the 
Northwest Development Of-
fi cers Association, the Puget 
Sound Grantwriter’s Asso-
ciation, and the Association 
for Prospect Researchers 
for Advancement.  Bethany 
looks forward to getting to 
know Seattle Audubon and 
its members while serving on 
the Development Committee.  
Welcome, Bethany!

M e m b e r  R e l a t i o n s

Patricia Elaine (Janzen) Evans 
(July 21, 1928 - May 22, 2010) 

Pat passed away peacefully on May 22, 2010. Born 
in California, she moved to Spokane, WA with 
her family when she was 10, and graduated from 
Lewis and Clark High School in 1946. She earned her B.A. in Art from the 
University of Washington in 1950, and her Bachelor of Education from Whit-
worth in 1951. Pat was a teacher and enjoyed life in Seattle with her husband, 
Robert M. Evans. Both were accomplished artists and they shared a love of 
nature and bird watching. They were locally known as the Bob and Pat Evans 
Team in Seattle Audubon and Washington Ornithological Society. Pat will be 
remembered fondly for her witty and observant intelligence, hospitality and ar-
tistic talents. Memorials in Pat’s honor may be made to Seattle Audubon, 8050 
35th Ave. N. E., Seattle, WA 98115.

Lewis and Clark High School in 1946. She earned her B.A. in Art from the Lewis and Clark High School in 1946. She earned her B.A. in Art from the 
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 NEW   books due soon:

Global Birding 
by Les Beletsky

Member Price $28.00

Bird Songs Bible by 
Les Beletsky

 Member 
Price $100.00

Robert Michael Pyle’s Mariposa Road: 
The First Butterfl y Big Year

 Member Price $21.60

The Wild Table – 
Adventures in 

Pacifi c Coast Foraging 
and Cuisine

Member Price $17.56

Nikon Birding Weekend
Join The Nature Shop and 
Nikon’s Birding Market Special-
ist, Mike Freiberg, for the Nikon 
Birding Weekend, Sept. 25-26. 

Saturday, Sept. 25 offers 
Optics Through a Birder’s Eyes 
from 9AM to 1PM. Mike will present some key 
points to increase your skills tenfold 
with helpful insights into many simple 
and helpful clues to advance your un-
derstanding of binoculars and spotting 
scopes for your enjoyment in the fi eld.

Then from 2-4PM join Mike, Nature 
Shop staff and representatives from Kenmore Camera 
for an Advanced Optics Seminar and 
Practicum, with the focus on digis-
coping. The fi rst hour will be class-
room discussion, followed by fi eld 
practice in the Union Bay Natural 
Area. Come prepared with scopes, 
cameras and appropriate Fall attire.

Special prices, refreshments, door 
prizes and raffl es for binoculars too!

At the Center for Urban 
Horticulture. Please call The 
Nature Shop to reserve space. 
Limited to 30 for each presen-
tation. 

Sunday, Sept. 26: Meet at 
Seattle Audubon at 7AM for 
a fi eld tip to the Skagit. Expect to have expert help 
with binoculars and scopes while viewing raptors, 
passerines and shorebirds. Return early afternoon. 
Please call The Nature Shop to sign up. Space is 
limited. 

Seattle Audubon Nature Shop
Where  prof i t s  are  for  the  b i rds

Open 10AM to 5PM Monday through Saturday
8050 35th Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • 206-523-4483  •  www.seattleaudubon.org

Annual Fall Plant Sale
Saturday, September 11 • 10AM to 4PM

featuring
    Botanica

    Discovery Gardens
    Madrona Nursery

    Steamboat Island Nursery
    Tadpole Haven Nursery

N a t u r e  S h o p
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8050 35th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115 • 206.523.4483
www.seattleaudubon.org • Renew online today!
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Seattle Audubon Bird Seed Depots
Listed below are Seattle Audubon vol-
unteers who keep a supply of a variety of 
the bird seed found at the Nature Shop. 
Please call ahead for selection and to ar-
range pickup. Almost all have 25 pound 
bags of black-oil sunflower seeds.

Judy Roan
7365 SE 38th
Mercer Island
206-236-0511

Mary Miller
4908 S. Ferdinand
Seward Park
206-725-6439 

George Johnson
51 Cascade Key
Bellevue
425-641-1389

✁
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ACROSS

1. Red breast
4. Fictional spy named after an American 
ornithologist
6. Oology is the study of this
8. Compiled fi rst scientifi c list of birds
9. Call sounds like "squeak squeak"
11. Largest bird of prey
12. Short for binoculars
13. Finding Urban Nature program
14. Teen bird banding program at Seattle 
Audubon
15. Famous French-American ornithologist
16. Can fl y upside down and backwards 
17. Longest running citizen science survey in 
the world

DOWN
1. Washington State bird
2. A 365-day long birding adventure and 
soon-to-be-released major motion picture
3. Seattle Audubon's Birds of Washington 
State online resource
5. Fat feeder
6. Count as many species in a 24-hour period
7. Puget Sound Seabird Survey
10. First Field Guide to Birds

How much do you know about Seattle Audubon?

Answers available on the Seattle Audubon website after October 1st. 
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