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Seattle Audubon
Community Survey

Summer/2013

by Cynthia Wang,
Seattle Audubon Board Member

These are just a few comments from the participants
of this year’s Community Survey. Conducted
online in February 2013, the survey went out to
roughly 2,500 individuals that approximate the
Seattle Audubon “community” – volunteers,
donors, shop visitors, members, and non-members.
The survey goal was to gain a better understanding of the Seattle Audubon “community,”
especially its awareness of the mission and programs, behaviors and attitudes in support of the
mission, and avenues of participation within
Seattle Audubon. Continued on page 4.
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“It feels like ‘coming home’ each and every
time I walk into the Nature Shop.”
“Our adult son became an avid birder and
photographer largely because of his childhood experiences with SAS programs.”
“Greatly enjoyed volunteering in the past, look forward to doing
more in the future.”
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Enjoy dinner, awards, and a BirdWatch presentation with your Seattle Audubon community.
This annual event recognizes Seattle Audubon's volunteers and accomplishments from
the last year. Special guests include a string
quartet from Garfield High School.
RSVPs required. For more information or
to RSVP, contact mariekes@seattleaudubon.org
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Appreciation and Awards Dinner
June 20, 2013; 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Center for Urban Horticulture
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Volunteer
Service Awards
Thank you volunteers! In
2012, these volunteers
spent more than 11,000
hours working for birds and
nature. They are listed according to their cumulative
Seattle Audubon volunteer
hours. An asterisk (*)
indicates a new level of
service.
7,000+
Charles Kahle, Richard Youel

6,500+
George Johnson

5,000+
Idie Ulsh

4,500+
Hanna Atkins, Eugene
Lagerberg, Marina Skumanich

4,000+
*Steve Dang, *Gerald Joyce

3,500+
*Mary Anne Thorbeck

3,000+
Walter Oelwein

2,500+
*Jan Bragg, *Virginia
Morrison, Tom Riley

2,000+
*Diana Aubin de Paradis,
*Marilyn Busher, Herbert Curl,
Barbara Deihl, Penny Koyama,
Rachel Lawson, Jean Mills,
*Constance Sidles, *Neil
Zimmerman

1,500+
Terry Adams, Rebecca Evans,

McGarry, Lois Miller,
*Marilynn Miller, Scott Moore,
*Sally Murdoch, *Kay Norton,
Sarah Peden, Linda Pomeroy,
*L. Scott Ramos, Mollie
Reeves, Barbara Retzlaff, Mary
1,000+
Rogers, Katherine Schloemer,
Karen Adair, Dianne Edmonds,
Stephanie Seibert, Sharrie
Al Ferkovich, Raelene Gold, Helen
Shade, Sharon Sneddon, Susan
Hawley, Alan Humphrey, Mark
Stillman, John Tubbs, *Cynthia
Johnston, Teri Martine, *Paul
Wang, Thomas Weir, *Andrea
Metzner, Martin Muller, Martha
Wuenschel, *Susan Yates
Nester, Eldon Olson, Roberta
Roberts, Thomas Rohrer, Penny
100+
Rose, *Martha Taylor, Barbara
*Christopher Anderson,
Webster, Ann Marie Wood, Sam
Elaine Anderson, Bryony
Woods
Angell, Barbara Blair, *Virginia
Bound, Patricia Bredouw,
750+
*Rodney Brown, Bill Byers,
Linda Carroll, *Jill Ericsson,
Charlotte Byers, Kathy Cooper,
*Michael Hobbs, *Colleen
Etta Cosey, Vasiliki Demas,
McShane, Robert Sieh
Deborah Dowd, *Nancy
500+
Edmondson, *JoLinda Finne,
Pam Cahn, Amy Cole, *Bert
*Sara Frame, *Carl Haynie,
Dudley, *Linda Falconer, *Helen
*David Hepp, John Jensen,
Gilbert, Alan Grenon, *D. Eric
Judith Leconte, *Tiffany Linbo,
Harlow, Scott Hoskin, Courtenay
Gina Lozier, Donna Luce,
Jackson, *Catherine Jaramillo,
Cheryl McArthur, Brett
Kelly Jewell, Ilon Logan, Kim
McCallum, *Richard McMinn,
McCormick, Phyllis Moss, *Henry *Jim O'Keeffe, James Owens,
Noble, *Adam Sedgley, Arn
*Jeanelle Richardson, *Fred
Slettebak, Kathy Slettebak, *Japhy Rowley, *Jud Scovill, *Lynne
Whalen, Melissa Willoughby,
Smith, Karen Stephens,
Carleen Zimmerman
Mayumi Tsuru, *Mark Wolff,
Cheryl Wotus
Jennifer Kauffman, Colene McKee,
Suzanne Peterson, Judith Roan,
*Randon Robinson, *Marilyn
Sandall, Cynthia Wilson, Alison
Wysong

250+

*Laura Ballard, Lee Barnes,
Susan Barnes, Marvin Breece,
*Wanda Browne, *Stephanie
Burkemoore, Barbara Clark,
*Dennis Conlon, *Michael Cross,
Laurie Ann Dudley, Francie
Galbraith, Rebecca Galloway,
George Gerdts, Miriam Gray,
Virginia Harris, Barbara Jensen,
*Gary Kelsberg, Anna Martin,
Bo McFadden, Brendan

Seattle Audubon is
pleased to recognize these
active volunteers with
reported volunteer hours
in the past 3 years. Is your
name missing from this
list? Please help us track
your support by emailing
your volunteer hours to
mariekes@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers
President, Charlie Kahle
Vice President, Open
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Secretary, Cynthia Wang
Treasurer, Erin Gray

Members
William Ehmann
Karen Einberger
Jill Ericsson

Rob Faucett
Lindsay Halm
Cathy Jaramillo

Colleen McShane
Suzanne Richman
Marilyn Sandall
Connie Sidles

S e a t t l e

A u d u b o n

A Message from the President

© George West www.birchsidestudios.com

Dear Friends of Seattle Audubon Society,
As some of you know, our Executive Director, Shawn Cantrell, left Seattle Audubon
in early May. I want to thank Shawn for his dedicated service and wish him all the
best in his future endeavors. Shawn came to Seattle Audubon seven years ago and
was responsible for helping Seattle Audubon transition to a professional, staffdriven organization. With his skills and passion for conservation, he was able
to enhance Seattle Audubon’s posture as a regional leader in environmental conservation and bird habitat protection. Shawn also helped
grow our environmental education and citizen science programs.
While we search for a new Executive Director, Marina Skumanich
will serve as Interim ED. Marina has been active with Seattle Audubon
since the early 1990s, including serving as President from 2006-2008
and as Interim ED briefly. Currently an environmental policy consultant, she enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and birding.
I look forward to working with you to support Seattle Audubon Society as
we continue to cultivate and lead a community that values and protects birds and the
natural environment. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Charlie Kahle
President, Seattle Audubon Society

Seattle Audubon Slate of Board Officers 2013
The Seattle Audubon Board is nominating the following slate of officer candidates for FY '13-'14. The Election of Board Officers will occur during the Appreciation and Awards Dinner on June 20, 2013.
Charles Kahle, President: Charlie is currently Seattle
Audubon’s President. He has served on Seattle Audubon’s board since 1998, including a stint as president
from 2000-2002. Charlie is also the President of the
computer-consulting firm, Kahle Technology Systems.
He has also served on the National Audubon Society
Board of Directors and the Audubon Washington Board
of Stewards.
Cynthia Wang, Vice President: Cynthia currently
serves as the Secretary for Seattle Audubon. Cynthia
has been a volunteer with the organization since she
moved to Seattle in 2005. Cynthia originally served
on the Board of Seattle Audubon in 2006 and returned in 2011 after living overseas for work. When
she is not doing Seattle Audubon work, Cynthia is

a marketing and strategy executive for one of the
largest IT companies in the world. Cynthia holds a
BS and MS in engineering, and an MBA in finance
and marketing.
Erin Gray, Treasurer: Erin has served as Seattle
Audubon Treasurer since 2008. She handles the marketing and outreach for the Green Century Funds, and
assists with strategy projects for both Green Century
Capital Management and the Funds. She also assists
the Green Century advocacy team in engaging with
companies and other institutional investors to promote
corporate environmental responsibility. Erin earned
her BA from Smith College, and her MBA and Masters of Environmental Management from Yale University. She also volunteers with the Pride Foundation.

SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community
that values and protects birds and the natural
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Marina Skumanich
(206) 523-8243, x15
marinas@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER
and NATURE SHOP
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050 35th Ave. NE
Seattle WA 98115
(206) 523-4483
Summer 2013
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F e a t u r e

Community Survey

Continued from page 1.

Here are some highlights:

The Seattle Audubon community once again demonstrated
its commitment to and love
for birds and nature during
GiveBig on May 15. Seattle
Audubon received $20,008 in
contributions; more than double what was raised in 2012!
This amount does not reflect
the “stretch pool match” from
the Seattle Foundation. We’ll
let you know when those
numbers come in. Thank you
to all that participated in this
landmark fundraising event.

• High Response Rate: The community wants to be heard! Seattle Audubon
had an extremely high response rate of 32
percent!
• Birds, Conservation, and the
Nature Shop: Seattle Audubon was most
often associated with Birds / birding, Conservation and Nature Shop. And, nearly
all of the respondents viewed Seattle
Audubon favorably. 65% of respondents
reported an increased interest in birds and
nature as a result of their involvement
with Seattle Audubon.
We also received valuable information
regarding areas of improvement:
• Demographics: The survey revealed
that our community is largely 50 years
of age or older (80%), mostly White/
Caucasian (94%), and most do not have
children living at home (87%). This
is the community that sustains Seattle
Audubon’s important work and Seattle
Audubon will maintain these important
relationships. Seattle Audubon also hopes
to reach out to community members in
different demographics.
• Engagement: The survey revealed
that many of our community members
fall into a “low engagement” category (are

involved with SAS in only one or two
ways). For example, in the last 12 months
slightly less than half of respondents
donated to SAS and only about 1/3 of the
respondents volunteered. Seattle Audubon values the community’s time and will
need to develop strategies to better engage
our community in the upcoming years.
Seattle Audubon would like to thank
participants for their invaluable time and
input. The data will be used to develop
strategies to improve our organization and
is an important part of Seattle Audubon’s
Strategic Goal (see below). Seattle Audubon staff and board have already begun to
refine our programs and activities based on
the survey results and look forward to next
year’s community
survey.

Let’s Grow!
Seattle Audubon is embarking upon a
new strategic goal: By our centennial in
2016, double the size of our community
in a way that reflects the demographics of
greater Seattle.
Seattle Audubon recognizes the need
to sustain and deepen relationships with
current members, donors, and volunteers.
We also recognize the need to reach out
to Seattle in new ways. That is why the
ambitious word “doubling” is in this goal;
Seattle Audubon must strive to grow.
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Seattle Audubon promotes an environmental ethic that shapes behaviors
and attitudes to support the mission. To
grow and successfully implement the strategic goal, Seattle Audubon must have a
better understanding of the community.
The just completed Community Survey is
the first step in better understanding the
community and is already being used to
create organizational priorities!
If you have any questions about the
Strategic Goal, please contact Seattle
Audubon President Charlie Kahle.

Looking Back!

Protection Island
A bronze sculpture of courting Pigeon
Guillemots, carved by Seattle artist
Tony Angell to honor wildlife advocate
Eleanor Stopps, will be installed in Port
Townsend’s Northwest Maritime Center
this summer. Eleanor’s tireless work, spanning 20+ years, saved Protection Island,
the largest seabird nesting site on Puget
Sound, from bulldozers and residential
development in the 1980s.
The 364-acre island at the mouth of
Discovery Bay is the breeding ground for
over 70% of Puget Sound’s seabirds, providing protected nesting sites for 17,000
pairs of ground-burrowing Rhinoceros
Auklets, as well as Pigeon Guillemots,
Tufted Puffins, Pelagic and Double-crested
Cormorants, Black Oystercatchers and
Glaucous-winged Gulls. Thousands of
migrating birds rest on the island, as do
marine mammals, including harbor and
elephant seals that haul out and pup on
the shoreline. The island was granted
National Wildlife Refuge status in 1982.

Eleanor,
founder of Port
Townsend’s Admiralty Audubon
Society and recipient of numerous
awards for her conservation efforts,
died at the age of
92 in April, 2012.
Angell’s pigeon
guillemots will
be mounted on a
base of columnar
basalt and installed
in the Maritime
Center’s entry.
Tax deductible contributions can
be made to AAS Memorial Fund,
First Federal Bank, PO Box 1510, Port
Townsend, WA 98368 or through paypal at www.eleanorstopps.blogspot.com.

© Tony Angell

by Janice Halliday

In the Last Century
by Jill Walters

Currently home to the majority of the
Puget Sound’s nesting seabird population, Protection Island in the Strait of
Juan de Fuca was recognized early-on as
a crucial habitat that needed protection
from potential human development and
destruction.
1930s-40s: Researchers studying
Ring-necked Pheasants released on the
island (intended to become game for
hunters) also documented the significant seabird populations, and suggested
the island become a wildlife sanctuary.

1960s: Seattle Audubon members
Zella Schultz and Eleanor Stopps banded
gulls on the island and became determined
to save the land from developers. They
started writing local and state officials
about their observations each summer.
1974: Just after Schultz’s passing, part
of the island became Washington’s first
non-game wildlife sanctuary. Stopps called
on local Audubon members to write their
elected officials to gain national protection for the whole island.
1982: Protection Island National
Wildlife Refuge was established.

Summer 2013
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S p o t l i g h t

o n

S c i e n c e

Puget Sound Seabird Survey 2012-13
by Toby Ross, Seattle Audubon Science Manager

Snow Goose
Brant
Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Surf Scoter

White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow’s Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe

© Doug Schurman

Although data is still being compiled, early results from
the survey’s sixth year indicate a total of 53 seabird species
recorded at 68 survey sites throughout Central and South
Puget Sound. Seattle Audubon would like to thank the
incredible efforts of more than 90 volunteers who conducted
the surveys. Please check www.seattleaudubon.org for the full
season summary.
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Brown Pelican*
Brandt’s Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
American Coot
Bonaparte’s Gull
Heermann’s Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull

Western Gull
California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer’s Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet
Cassin’s Auklet
Rhinoceros Auklet
* new to PSSS

Volunteer for PSSS Expansion
The Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) is
expanding! Seattle Audubon needs citizen
science volunteers for monthly bird surveys
on the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Whidbey
Island.
The current PSSS has established baseline data for large portions of Puget Sound.
PSSS Expansion aims to fill remaining major
data gaps in Puget Sound seabird populations in an area that is at high risk of large
and catastrophic oil spills. Volunteers will be
trained on how to identify and monitor oil
in the event of a spill. This information will
aid government agencies in directing appropriate resources in the event of a major spill.
Seattle Audubon needs citizen scientists
who are confident at identifying seabird species. Contact Seattle Audubon’s Science Manager, Toby Ross (tobyr@seattleaudubon.org) for
more information today!
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PSSS Expansion survey sites
Whidbey Island
Deception Pass State Park
Moran Beach
Joseph Whidbey State Park
West Beach
Olympic Peninsula
Fort Flagler State Park
Fort Townsend State Park
Fort Worden State Park
Diamond Point
John Wayne Marina
Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge
Dungeness Recreation Area

West Hastie Lake Road
Libbey Beach County Park
Fort Casey State Park

Ediz Hook Reservation for
Native Birds
Elwha Rivermouth
Salt Creek Recreation Area
Twin River
Pillar Point County Park
Sekiu
Shipwreck Point Natural
Resources Conservation Area
Cape Flattery

C o n s e r v a t i o n

C o r n e r

Magnuson
Cliff Swallow Update

from nesting. NOAA could have legally
prevented the birds from nesting on
Building 33. Instead, they chose to share
the planet with them. Many thanks
to Dave Petre and Liliane Davies-duRocher, as well as the people who work
everyday in Building 33, without whose
cooperation these long-distant migrants
might no longer be as plentiful in summer in northeast Seattle.
Ever heard of the “Swallows of Capistrano?” They are one and the same species as the Cliff Swallows of Sand Point!
Jan Bragg
Volunteer, SAS

© Brendan McGarry

Dear Editor,
With Cliff Swallows having arrived back
in Seattle, here is a response to Matt
Mega’s article about society’s seeming
desire to distance human activity from
the natural world (Earthcare, Fall 2011:
“Listening to our Friends, Creating our
Community”). Matt explained that the
City of Seattle removed Cliff Swallow
nests in early 2010 from Building 27 (an
old hangar) at Magnuson Park so that
Arena Sports could remodel the building. Following the nest removal, Arena
Sports installed netting to prevent the
swallows from further nesting on their
home of seven years.
Cliff Swallows still return to Sand
Point each spring from South America.
In 2010, part of the colony was able to
relocate a short distance away to Building 33 (another old hangar) on the
NOAA property. Both Building 27 and
Building 33 have similar construction
with identical, massive sliding doors; the
tracks above the doors provide structures suitable for Cliff Swallows’ mud
nests. Our neighbors at NOAA have
welcomed the swallows; they lived with
them for four months out of the year in
2010, 2011, and 2012. In 2011, they
even reorganized hangar door repainting
to accommodate the swallows’ return.
Our friends at NOAA do not see the
swallows as pests; they recognize that
these birds benefit us by eating airborne
insects.
Some might laugh and say, “Of
course, NOAA puts up with the swallows. They have to– they are a federal
agency.” It is my understanding that
there is no law preventing swallow nest
removal in the off-season and there is
no law preventing even a federal agency
from putting up netting to prevent them

Summer 2013
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Education Connection

Something is brewing in City
Council! During the month of
May, the Seattle City Council
will be voting to decide if
Seattle Audubon can open an
additional location at Carkeek
Park in northwest Seattle.
If this measure is approved
it will allow programmatic
expansion of Seattle Audubon’s education, science,
and conservation efforts at
Carkeek Park.
We’ll announce the result of
this decision in the next issue
of EarthCare NW.

FUN: Helping Students Succeed at Science!
by Janelle Lasher, Elementary School Programs Manager
This spring, I had another experience affirming why Seattle Audubon provides the
Finding Urban Nature (FUN) Program to local elementary schools. While leading a
FUN lesson, I noticed a student in my group who seemed difficult to engage. Given
his behavior, one would think he wasn’t paying attention. But I thought to myself;
go with it and see what happens. He remained aloof until we began collecting leaves
and comparing them. From that moment on, he was enthralled. He observed the
leaf forms and leaf margins, and became
so focused on writing down his observations that I had to stop him when it was
time to return to class. It wasn’t until
afterwards, during a discussion with the
classroom teacher, that I found out that
he is difficult to engage in class. But that
day he wasn’t; he was participating like a
scientist, and a good one at that!
It is lessons, like ones provided by
FUN, that can engage even the most
challenging of students in science. Seattle
Audubon thanks all of this year’s FUN
volunteers who helped over 800 students
succeed at science!

Congratulations Master Birder Class of 2013
Seattle Audubon is proud to recognize its most recent Master Birder graduates:

© Dennis Paulson

Blair Bernson
Penny Bolton
Cara Borre
Deborah Dain
Sharon Ellard
Jordan Gunn
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Jonathan Houghton
Suzanne Hunter
Marissa Jones
Travis Keay
Alexandra MacKenzie
Andrew McCormick
Julie Monahan
Kathleen Morley
Jean Olson
Ezra Parker
Harsi Parker
John Pauw
Sarah Peden

A Master Birder Class of 2013
field trip to eastern Washington.

Mary Russell
Doug Schurman
Jean Trent
Johnathan White
Andrea Wuenschel
Special thanks to Dennis
Paulson, Teri Martine, and the
Master Birder Committee. Interested in Master Birder? The
next class is slated for Fall 2014.
Check www.seattleaudubon.org
for more information.

© Teresa Spiz

What’s this
I hear about
Carkeek?

Education Connection

Birdin’ in Texas! 2013 BirdWatch Spring Trip

© Brendan McGarry

This year seven BirdWatch teens and four volunteer
chaperones headed to southeast Texas for seven days of
birding. They started their trip in Corpus Christi, traveled south to Brownsville, and continued on from there
to the Rio Grande Valley, where they stopped at birding
hot spots near Bentson State Park. Next, they made
their way west and northwest venturing their way up
through Canyonlands and Garner State Park. The trip
ended near Austin.
The group saw a number of reptiles and bats at dusk.
The students and chaperones reported an awesome time
and were able to see some great birds, including the Alpomado Falcon. To see their bird list from their trip, please
visit our website: http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/What
WeDo/EnvironmentalEducation/HighSchoolProgram.aspx.

Donate In-Kind Today
Seattle Audubon is gearing up for summer programs. Nature Camp and
our community outreach efforts need your help. Check out the list below
and donate in-kind today! New and lightly used, clean items are gladly
accepted. Donations can be dropped off at The Nature Shop 8050 35th
Avenue NE. All donations are tax-deductible.
Pens

Staples

Washable markers

Construction paper

White boards

Pencil sharpeners

#2 Pencils

Paper cutter

Elmer’s glue

Laminating machine

Notepads

Crayons

Masking tape

Dishes

Markers (kids)

Glasses

Scissors (kids)

Silverware

Paints (watercolor and tempera)

Microwave

Staplers

Mini fridge

Vacuum
Children’s books about birds and nature
Canopy/event tent
Fiberglass long measuring tape
Questions? Drop us a line at
helenj@seattleaudubon.org

Summer 2013
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C l a s s e s

Class Information
Full details on these classes
are available at:
www.seattleaudubon.org.
Registration:
Seattle Audubon members
receive a discount. Preregistration required. You may
register in person at the
Seattle Audubon Nature
Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle,
WA, Monday-Saturday,
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by
phone 206-523-4483.
Refunds:
Full refunds are available for
cancellations with at least 14
days notice. No refunds are
given with fewer than two
weeks notice.

© George West www.birchsidestudios.com

Location:
Locations vary. See class
description for location.
Check website or call the
Nature Shop for directions.

10

Attracting Birds to Your Yard

with Neil Zimmerman, Seattle Audubon
Outreach Chair and Master Birder
Learn how to create a bird friendly
habitat while also enhancing the beauty
of your yard. Habitat creation strategies
covered include: placement and maintenance of bird feeders and nest boxes,
plant selection, and using water features.
Lecture: Wednesday, July 17
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Location: Seattle Audubon at Carkeek
Park
Cost: $20 members; $35 non-members
Limit: 25

Pelagic Birding

with Mike Donahue, Gull Expert and Pelagic Guide
The west coast of North America offers some of the best opportunities to observe seabirds anywhere in the world. The rich waters 20-40
miles offshore support a diversity of species (albatrosses, storm petrels,
shearwaters and jaegers) that spend much of the year at the edge of
the continental shelf. Class lectures focus on natural history
and identification of these fascinating seabirds and how
to prepare for a pelagic trip. You’ll have the chance to
practice what you’ve learned with the optional one-day
pelagic trip that departs from Westport, WA.
Lecture: Wednesdays, July 24 & 31
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Location: The 2100 Building, Board Room
Cost: $50 members; $65 nonmembers
Limit: 25 for the lecture
Optional field trip with Mike Donahue:
Westport Seabirds has reserved 10 spaces for
registered class members on their Sunday,
August 4 trip. Contact Mike Donahue at
(206)290-8294 or bfalbatross@gmail.com to
register for this pelagic trip after registering for the lectures. Can’t
make it August 4? Other dates are available independently through
Westport Seabirds. Dates, cost, and departure information are available
at www.westportseabirds.com.

C l a s s e s
Field Sketching

with Carleen Zimmerman, Artist, Seattle Urban Sketcher
Join us as we explore the various habitats of Carkeek Park and practice
techniques for artistically recording observations in the woods,
wetlands, beaches, and urban settings. Bring your portable art supplies for sketching "on the go" (this is
not a studio art class). No artistic skill required,
just a zest for exploring and sharing! Suggested
equipment: portable art supplies, sketch pad, day
pack, stool or pad to sit on, binoculars, sunscreen,
hat, lunch, water bottle.
Lecture: Saturday, August 10, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Location: Main entrance of Seattle Audubon at
Carkeek Park
Cost: $20 members, $35 nonmembers
Limit: 15

Journey to
Midway Island
Join Seattle Audubon and the
Sightline Institute for a presentation by Seattle photographer Chris
Jordan. Jordan will take audience
members through a moving exploration of fabled Midway Island. For three years, he immersed himself
in the stunning environmental tragedy unfolding in the heart of the
Pacific Ocean. His photos and film project recount his harrowing
and redemptive journey into horror,
beauty, grief, love, and ultimately,
healing.
Date: Wednesday, June 19
Time: 7:30-9:00 p.m. (Doors open at
6:30 p.m.)
Location: Town Hall, 1119 Eighth
Avenue, Seattle 98101

Laysan Albatross and chick.

© Chris Jordan

Tickets: $5

S u m m e r 2 0 1 3 11

F i e l d

Field Trips–
Rules of the
Road
While the way we publicize
our regular field trips has
changed, most of the other
details remain the same,
including the registration
process. For detailed
information on field trips
offered in the next month,
visit our website at www.
seattleaudubon.org. You
will find:
• A complete schedule of
upcoming trips.
• A detailed listing for
each trip, including destination, leader, meeting
place, and a description
of what you can expect
to see.
• A checklist of what to
bring.
• Carpool guidelines.
• Directions to the trip
meeting places.
• Registration dates and
process (this remains
unchanged).
• General rules for field
trip participants.
• A copy of the “liability
release form” you will
need to sign the day of
the trip. Like most other
organizations that offer
public field trips, Seattle
Audubon now requires
participants to sign a
waiver as a condition
of participating in these
free services.
The field trip schedule will
be updated the first of each
month, so be sure to check
our web site regularly!
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Field Trip Spotlight: Mowich Lake to Spray Park
by Mark Wolff, Seattle Audubon Field Trip Chair
During the dog days of summer I encourage you to get outside and enjoy Washington’s amazing scenery. Of course, as
a native Midwesterner, I do not think
we have the dog days here; there are few
hazy, lazy, humid filled days. But, unfortunately, the activity of Pacific Northwest birds still wanes markedly by mid to
late June. So, what is a dedicated birder
to do? Take a hike focused on other
natural wonders! One fine example, that
is often offered by Seattle Audubon’s
Field Trip Committee, is Lee Barnes’s
wildflower hike from Mowich Lake to
Spray Park.
When I went on Lee's field trip, it
started at the Mowich Lake campground
inside Mount Rainier National Park.
Bright Magenta Paintbrushes and fields

of Glacier and Avalanche Lilies greeted
us as we made our way up to Spray Park.
There we were lucky to see many Gray
Jays and an American Pipit. We scanned
the rock fields for Pikas and saw several
of these laborious Lagomorphs gathering
vegetation in the sun. The best thing
about the trip is that, even without wildlife sightings and blooming wildflowers,
the view of Mt. Rainier from Spray Park
is worth the hike in itself.
So, be sure to see if Lee is offering his
incredible field trip in late July or early
August. If you choose to go yourself,
check ahead to make sure the road to
Mowich Lake is open. Bring good hiking
boots for the moderately strenuous hike
and eye protection for the snow glare at
Spray Park.

Neighborhood Bird Walks: June-August 2013
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a bird walk. No sign up required! Beginning birders or new Seattleites will especially enjoy this initial exposure to the rich
variety of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend. Request binoculars from the Nature Shop at least a week in advance. Further information is available from the Seattle Audubon Nature Shop, (206) 523-4483.
Saturday, June 29 and
Saturday, August 31
9:00 a.m.
Magnuson Park, Seattle
Leader: Emily Bishton (206-523-1774)
day of walk only
Promontory Point Education Pavilion
Magnuson Park is in NE Seattle. Take bus
#30 or #75 to NE 65th St Entrance on
Sand Point Way NE. Meet at the redmetal-roofed shelter at the west edge of
the boat launch parking lot, next to the
little drive-in road.

Thursday, July 25
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Washington Park Arboretum
Leader: Penny Bolton
Graham Visitors Center Parking Lot
The Washington Park Arboretum is a
200-acre park on Lake Washington's
shore. Meet at the Graham Visitors
Center Parking Lot, 2300 Arboretum Dr
E. This evening stroll will address the
flora and fauna of this special Seattle park
and tree collection. Barred Owls nest in
the park and, if we are lucky, we might see
newly fledged owls. We will also listen to
birds and learn some common bird songs.
This is a good walk for families with
children.

D e s t i n a t i o n

The Olympic Peninsula’s North Coast:
PSSS Expansion
There's one hundred and thirty miles
of road and, without stopping, three
hours and twenty one minutes of driving between them. That is, between the
furthest apart sites of the Puget Sound
Seabird Survey's Expansion to the
Olympic Peninsula’s north coast. However, there's too much along the route to
distract a straight course.
The easternmost site is Fort Flagler
State Park on Marrowstone Island.
From its shores, one can scan flocks of
seabirds as they follow tidal flow in the
narrow channel between Marrowstone
and Whidbey Islands. Breeding Pigeon
Guillemot are one of the more ubiquitous summer residents here, nesting in
the exposed banks of glacial till that
make up both islands.
Continuing West, the unincorporated community of Diamond Point provides a vista across to Protection Island
National Wildlife Refuge. Throughout
the year there's a strong chance of seeing
incredible numbers of seabirds because
the island is a stronghold for our region's
breeding seabirds, including the largest colony of Rhinoceros Auklets in
the world. A summer visit could reveal
Tufted Puffins; one of two Puget Sound
colonies persists here.
A National Wildlife Refuge and
longest natural sandspit in the U.S.,
Dungeness Spit is a birding favorite. An
important migratory stopover for many
birds including Black Brant, the refuge
also provides protection for harbor seals
to have their pups. Miles of walkable
shoreline mean ample opportunities to
encounter wildlife.

© Brendan McGarry

by Brendan McGarry, Nature Shop Assistant and Seattle Audubon Volunteer

Beyond Port Angeles, the coastline
gets rockier and wilder. Access on the
West side of the Elwha River gives views
of a now wild river. Gulls are abundant
here throughout the year, no doubt
expectant of returning salmon. Just
west is Salt Creek County Park's Tongue
Point, one of the region's best places for
tidepooling and an excellent place to
see Black Oystercatchers and Harlequin
Ducks.
Despite the grandeur of all the sites
above Cape Flattery, the most northwesterly point in the Lower 48, is the
crown jewel. Three-quarters of a mile
down a trail through coastal forest you
find yourself staring down seastacks to
the Pacific. Tatoosh Island stands across
the water. Look for breeding Common
Murre and Tufted Puffin and if you are
lucky, sea otters in the water below.
You could do all this in one rushed day,
but who'd want to? Why not get to
know one of these sites intimately by
volunteering for the Puget Sound Seabird Survey instead?
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Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round.

The Nature Shop
W h er e p ro fi ts a re for the bi rds
8050 35 Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • (206) 523-4483 • www.seattleaudubon.org
th

Now OPEN 'TIL 7p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month
• June 11 • July 9 • August 13
When Women
Were Birds
Member Price
$12.00

NEW
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ID Guide
to Raptors
Member
Price
$23.96

Elwha
Member Price
$23.96

• Select Optics Specials limited to stock on hand
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KOWA TSN-773
Demo Price $1,999
reg. $2,365
Sale Prices on remaining Swarovski ATM scopes
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AND Member Pricing on seed!

G r e a t Ti p s

Bird Feeder Cleaning: WASH – RINSE – REFILL
• Seattle Audubon recommends cleaning your bird feeder with hot, soapy water at least weekly. Let dry
thoroughly and replace the seed.
• Consider rotating with a second feeder while one is being washed.
• Be sure to rake the ground under the feeder to remove any spilled seed and droppings.
• Wear gloves when cleaning feeders or handling sick or dead birds.
Should you observe
sick birds at your
feeder(s), please
(1) take down your
feeder(s); (2) clean
them thoroughly;
(3) call The Nature
Shop; and (4) put your
feeder(s) back out
when appropriate.
This is an evolving
standard. Seattle
Audubon is constantly
reviewing best practices
for bird feeder hygiene.

Supports SAS w

it h I n - K i n d
D o n a t i o n s!

Specializes in
rare NW
plants
Pipers Creek Nursery
23622 Bothell-Everett Hwy
Bothell, WA 98021
Support a Seattle Audubon
Supporter!
AVOCET TOURS
725 Richards Rd.
Kelowna, BC, Canada
V1X 2X5

UPCOMING TOURS
British Columbia ~ Aug 19-25, 2013. Vancouver & the
Okanagan Valley. Up to 200 species of birds possible, with
a variety of shorebirds expected, as well as migrant songbirds. Up to 10 species of mammal possible also. Scenery
is splendid! Our company is based in the Okanagan Valley,
so we are the local experts. $1750 (CAD) from Vancouver,
BC.
Panama’s Canopy Tower ~ Feb 15-26, 2014. Birding &
nature holiday of a lifetime to Panama’s famous Canopy
Tower. Explore some of the most naturally diverse areas of
Central America, where up to 300 species of birds are
possible, as well as other rainforest animals. We stay at
just two lodges on this tour, maximizing your chances to
see birds and wildlife. $4200 (CAD) from Panama City,
Panama.

WWW.AVOCETTOURS.CA
Phone: (250) 718-0335

Love hiking and viewing alpine wildflowers?
Want to be involved in a citizen science
project studying the potential impacts climate
change will have on Mt. Rainier’s meadows?
MeadoWatch would love your help this summer!
Sometime between July and September, volunteers
will hike six miles, recording the phenological stages
of ten different wildflower species. In exchange,
your entrance fee to the park will be waived and you
may camp for 2 nights at no cost.

Sound like fun?

Visit our website to fill out a short survey:
https://sites.google.com/a/uw.edu/meadowatch/
Questions?
Email: mwatch@uw.edu
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