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Conservation Today at Seattle Audubon
© www.birchsidestudios.com

by Susan North, Seattle Audubon Conservation Manager

It often seems like birds and other animals face
myriad and increasing challenges from historic, novel, and accumulating threats. The
overarching concerns of conservation biology – preventing extinction, preserving
biodiversity, and sustaining ecosystems – are monumental. Each of these warrants our close and sustained attention. Then, to make matters more complex,
the threats animals confront rarely operate independently. Instead, species and
their ecosystems may encounter any combination of threat factors, such as
habitat loss, predators, toxins, introductions of non-native
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species, and climate change.
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to mention political constraints. Continues on page 11.
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BIRD & NATURE ART FAIR

Thursday, July 16, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
At the Seattle Audubon Center and Nature Shop
8050 35th Ave NE
• Vendor booths and special presentations by local artists.
• Free snow cones, popcorn, and activities for kids of all ages!
• Learn more about Seattle Audubon’s programs and volunteer opportunities.
• Awesome binocular and spotting scope demos in The Nature Shop.
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Letter from the Executive Director
I’ve spoken with a few people recently who
expressed surprise that Seattle Audubon
is in the news, taking prominent and even
legal positions on certain issues of the day.
Frankly, I’ve been surprised at their surprise, but then again, I am familiar with
Seattle Audubon’s history and mission!
The underlying question seems to be how
these public disputes fit with us being a
“friendly birding organization.” Our litigation against the Port of Seattle for granting
use of Port facilities for the Shell Arctic
drilling fleet is a recent example, but only
the latest. The truth is that we have a long
history of being at the forefront of battles
over issues like these, including ones involving Northwest forests, national parks,
and species protection.
Most members of the public and
some who are new to Seattle Audubon
may be familiar only with our wonderful
education programs, classes, and field
trips. Yet this is a limited understanding
of our full mission. In fact, our mission
statement calls on us not only to “value”
birds and the natural environment, but
also to “protect” them. This call to protect
is what generates our activist positions on
some issues.
Some other chapters of Audubon
do not share this “protect” mandate in
their missions. Where for them it is
considered too risky or controversial,
it has been a part of Seattle Audubon’s
approach since our beginning. And
to this day we have a unique and
important voice among the Northwest
conservation community, and a long list
of conservation victories to our credit.
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Brian Windrope

Earlier in our history, great conservation leaders like Emily Haig and Hazel
Wolf led battles for birds and habitat
around Washington. Active today are
volunteer leaders like Jerry Joyce and
Herb Curl, who continue this tradition.
All along, these and other leaders have
furthered our mission through their passionate support for education, science,
and conservation.
So people shouldn’t be surprised by our
occasional foray into a public conservation
battle — it is called for by our mission, and
has been one of our approaches since our
founding in 1916. With your assistance,
we will continue to do all we can to help
people value birds and nature, and, while
doing so, when deemed appropriate, we
will act to protect the birds themselves and
the habitats they depend upon.
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Jane Hedberg

Cathy Jaramillo
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Adam Sedgley

Mia Spangenberg
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Wendy Watson
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Staff Spotlight —

Hello, Seattle Audubon Members and Volunteers! I feel incredibly
lucky to be joining Seattle Audubon. It was my dream to find meaningful work with an organization that both respects the natural world and
truly values its volunteers. I’ve found it here.
Before coming to Seattle Audubon, I was the Docent Manager at
the Burke Museum, the Museum Manager at The Odyssey Maritime
Discovery Center, and a field biologist. These varied experiences have
led me to pursue a career working specifically with volunteers – whom I
believe to be the true lifeblood of community organizations. Cultivating
a positive volunteer experience is a personal priority of mine, and I strive
to build a community where volunteers feel valued and engaged. Given
Seattle Audubon’s more than 700 volunteers, I feel privileged to be joining
such a strong volunteer culture and hope to contribute to its future success.
Since starting with the organization in March, I’ve received a warm
welcome from those of you I’ve had the pleasure to meet, and I look
forward to meeting many more of you. If you aren’t already volunteering with Seattle
Audubon and want to explore how you can become involved, please contact me! (email:
cassandras@seattleaudubon.org)

© Tony Catanzaro

Cassandra Sandkam, Volunteer Coordinator

Staff Spotlight —

As a five-year seasonal Nature Camp Naturalist and On-Site Supervisor, it is with great pleasure that I join the year-round Seattle Audubon
team as the Education Associate and Nature Camp Registrar. Growing
up in the Seattle area, I developed a love of nature and the outdoors
quite early, while playing outside making mud pies, gardening with my
parents, and collecting earthworms and other “critters.” I expanded
this interest and discovered my love of birds while at IslandWood,
an outdoor environmental education facility on Bainbridge Island.
There I honed my skills in teaching school-age children how to explore
and appreciate the outdoors in a safe and empowering setting. I’ve
spent the last several years teaching second and fourth grade in the
classroom, and love that I still get to work with children through
Seattle Audubon’s FUN program. As a new mom to my 14-month-old
daughter, I am excited to be able to share with her all of the possible
adventures that can be had outside.

SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community
that values and protects birds and the natural
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Brian Windrope
(206) 523-8243 x15
brianw@seattleaudubon.org

© Shawn Lackman

Hanae Bettencourt, Education Associate/Camp Registrar

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER
and NATURE SHOP
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050 35th Ave. NE
Seattle WA 98115
(206) 523-4483
Summer 2015
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An owl-themed zippered purse
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by Caryn Schutzler, Seattle Audubon Volunteer
Last year before the holidays, I visited
Seattle Audubon’s Nature Shop.
Immediately after entering, I was drawn
to a colorful, chickadee-themed, fabric
tea cozy wrapped around a little vintage
teapot. I asked who made it and if I could
contact her. I left the shop with two of
the tea cozies—one for me and one for a
friend—and the phone number of Virginia
Morrison. I would soon discover that she is
a Seattle Audubon volunteer extraordinaire.
Virginia returned my call and invited me
to come for a visit. As I entered her home
I stepped into a dining area filled with bird
and animal fabrics and a large collection
of teapots. “Welcome to my sweatshop,”
Virginia chirped. She then heated some
water and let me choose from the many
cozies for my own pot of tea.
As we chatted, I learned Virginia
originally lived in the Portland area before
moving to Seattle in the early 1960s. She
worked at the University of Washington,
where she met Jim Morrison, a professor
there. She and Jim lived in their last home
for 47 years and raised three daughters
there. After retiring in 1987, Virginia and
Jim birded all over the country. Jim made
detailed maps for birding groups to assist
them during field trips.
According to
Virginia, The Nature Shop became a
“lifeline” for her while
caring for Jim when he
was very ill a few years
before his death. She
has been a volunteer
at Seattle Audubon for
at least 25 years and
actually initiated the
training program for
volunteers wishing to
assist in the organization’s shop.
When you visit The Nature Shop, be
sure to look for Virginia’s handiwork.

Virginia Morrison

© Caryn Schutzler

Tea with Virginia

In addition to tea cozies, Virginia makes
zippered, Velcro, and snap-pocket purses,
and small cases for scissors. She donates all
of these items to the shop and all proceeds
go to Seattle Audubon. Virginia also bakes
for the organization: If you’ve ever been to
its Holiday Open House, you’ve probably
sampled her home-baked cookies. Delicious
with tea.
Recently, Virginia moved to a new nest.
Her “sweatshop” may be smaller there but
she’s still churning out her beautiful handsewn pieces—vintage Virginia.
With her great sense of humor, her
creativity, and our mutual love of birds,
Virginia and I became fast friends. We are
planning to rendezvous in Malheur National Wildlife Refuge this year—one of her
favorite birding spots. She’s been sharing
birding experiences from the several times
she has made the trip, along with Jim’s
maps of the area. When we visit Malheur, I’m sure we’ll sit down to talk about
birds over a cup of tea—the very thing that
brought us together.

[See Page 14 for photos of more of Virginia
Morrison’s handiwork.]

E d u c a t i o n

Nature Camp –
A Summer Experience Rich in Outdoor Learning
and Nature Exploration
by Christine Scheele, Education Manager
The first day of Nature Camp 2015 is
near! Nature Camp is an engaging place
for kids, teens, and adult staff to return to
year after year. A Psychology Today article
published in 2012 extolled the benefits of
summer camp, highlighting that a camp
experience can help children pursue interests free from school or parental influences, and teach them skills needed to be
independent, resilient young people. With
Nature Camp’s experienced, caring summer staff providing varied learning experiences, one can witness Nature Campers
gaining confidence and experiencing joy
in nature throughout every week of camp.
According to Seattle Audubon’s online
Nature Camp Parent Survey, parents were
delighted with Nature Camp 2014. One
parent wrote, “It was a great experience. It
was very professionally run by naturalisteducators! I loved knowing that my
daughter was outside, learning about the
natural world from people who know a lot
and care a lot. I appreciated the flexible
extended day options and the affordability
of the program. My daughter loved it. She
wants to forgo all other camps next year
and spend her entire summer with you.”
We’ve designed Nature Camp 2015 to
have the same elements of nature exploration, team building, and outdoor play
the program is known for, in addition to
incorporating novel elements such as new
guest speakers and more in-depth topical
learning for older campers.
Nature Camp 2015 will also feature
some returning staff Naturalists. For
instance, Naturalist Elizabeth is returning
because, “I love the kids, the other Naturalists, and Junior Naturalists, and the
varied field trips and guest speakers that

enrich the camp
experience. It's so
great to sink into
a new theme each
week, to be able to
use what I know
when I teach,
and to always
be learning new
things.” Returning Nature Camp
families will also
remember Naturalist Chris. Chris is coming back to Nature
Camp because, “It is a groovy example of
environmental education in action. The
staff and campers are all passionate about
the natural world, and I enjoy teaching the
kiddos about bugs, birds, salmon, trees,
plants, and more. The camp really allows
me to use nature as a classroom.” Nature
Camp provides a venue for people to share
their curiosity, stories, and diverse nature
interests, all of which mix to form a supportive and fun summer experience.
Although Nature Camp has been a
vital part of Seattle Audubon programming
since 1982, it is a continually evolving
“beast.” Camp topics, guest speakers, and
field trip destinations may change, but the
heart of Nature Camp remains the same:
it’s a place where kids, teens, and adult
staff gather to experience the wonder and
awe of nature.

Summer 2015
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Puget Sound Seabird Survey, 2014-2015
© Doug Schurman

by Toby Ross, Science Manager

Barrow’s Goldeneye

The 2014-15 season of the Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) saw the
introduction of 13 new sites on Vashon Island, seven on Bainbridge
Island, and the continued monitoring of sites along the north coast of
the Olympic Peninsula and Whidbey Island. The project now has a
total of 134 survey locations from Deception Pass State Park on Whidbey Island in the north, to Olympia in the south, to Cape Flattery on
the most westerly tip of the Olympic Peninsula. A record 115 of these
survey sites were monitored this season (up from 67 sites in 2013-14)
by 150 volunteers, the highest number of participants engaged in the
program to date. During the surveys that took place from October
2014 to April 2015, 10,183 individual seabirds (down from 12,444 in 2013-14) from 58
different species (up from 50 species during 2013-14) were recorded. In addition to the
operational success of the 2014-15 season, we published our first peer-reviewed scientific paper, which utilized the data from the first seven years of the project. To read the
scientific paper, or to review the full report from the 2014-15 PSSS season, visit www.
seabirdsurvey.org. A huge “thank you” to all the volunteers who took part in the project
this season – it would not have been possible without your efforts.

Species recorded during the 2014-15 PSSS Season

© Doug Schurman

Greater White-fronted
Goose
Snow Goose
Brant
Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Gadwall

Snow Goose
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Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yellow-billed Loon
Pied-billed Grebe

Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Brown Pelican
Brandt's Cormorant
Double-crested Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
American Coot
Bonaparte's Gull
Heermann's Gull
Mew Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Western Gull
California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet
Cassin's Auklet
Rhinoceros Auklet
Tufted Puffin

Seattle Audubon News

Suzanne Richman
has been associated with Seattle
Audubon since
2012, starting
with a stint as a
volunteer in the
education department’s elementary
school FUN program. Since then
she has gone on to support the organization with
her marketing skills in a variety of ways, including
joining the board in 2013. She works as a marketing
professional for a local investment firm. Suzanne,
growing up in Colorado, first became familiar with
the National Audubon Society as a teen for an extra
credit project in biology. She has lived in Seattle
since 1999. When not birding, you can find Suzanne knitting with friends, taking photos, out trying
new restaurants, or home with her two indoor cats.
She has a BA from the University of Puget Sound in
Foreign Language and International Affairs, with an
emphasis in Mandarin and Chinese History.

© Rachel Nussbaum

Seattle Audubon’s New Board
Vice President, Suzanne Richman

Are You "Board"?
by Cynthia Wang, Seattle Audubon Board President
Seattle Audubon is proud of its almost centurylong record of volunteerism in service to birds and
nature. Volunteers began the organization in the
early 1900s, and volunteers, hundreds of them, now
contribute thousands of hours annually, to such
efforts as teaching children about nature, gathering
scientific information on local bird populations, and
advocating for environmental causes. But there’s
one type of volunteer opportunity at Seattle Audubon, critically important, that most members never
consider: guiding the organization by serving on its
board of directors.
The job of the board is to oversee the organization by, as you might imagine, discussing and then

Congratulations to New
Master Birders!
Congratulations are due to the members of Seattle
Audubon’s 11th Master Birder class, who graduated
this past May. This intensive course, taught by expert
northwestern naturalist and educator Dr. Dennis
Paulson, is aimed at intermediate-level birders and
covers such topics as ecology, behavior and, especially, identification of Washington’s birds. The twosemester course is offered usually every other year,
and only 24 birders are admitted.

voting on plans, proposals, and budgets. But board
members can specialize on particular areas, often ones
for which they possess expert knowledge. For instance,
someone with a background in human resources might
head a board committee on personnel; a background
in finance or marketing might suit one for the Development Committee (charged with ensuring the organization
is adequately funded); and a science background might
render someone suitable for the Science or Conservation
Committees (guiding our efforts in these areas). Being
a board member means contributing a good number of
hours, including some evening and weekend time. We’re
currently seeking to add a few board members with interest and/or skills in finance, fund-raising, and general
management. If you are interested in exploring the
possibility of becoming a board member, please contact
Cassandra Sandkam, cassandras@seattelaudubon.org.

Summer 2015
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Degrees of Threat
by Les Beletsky

© Dennis Paulson

What with all the news about threatened
birds like the Marbled Murrelet, and
endangered ones, such as the Whooping
Crane, have you ever stopped and wondered just what, exactly, these terms of
conservation concern mean? A good understanding of these terms helps provide
some of the basic knowledge necessary to
comprehend bird conservation problems
and begin discussing solutions.

Marbled Murrelet

Endangered species are those known
to be in imminent danger of extinction
throughout their range, and are highly
unlikely to survive unless strong conservation measures are taken. Threatened
species are known to be undergoing rapid
declines in the sizes of their populations;
unless conservation measures are enacted,
and the causes of the population declines
identified and halted, these species are
likely to move to endangered status in the
near future. Other terms sometimes used
are Vulnerable and Near-threatened,
both of which refer to species that, owing
to their habitat requirements or limited
distributions, are highly likely to be threatened soon.

8

Several organizations publish lists of
threatened and endangered species, but
agreement among the lists is not absolute. In the USA, the federal (www.fws.
gov/endangered) and state governments
maintain such lists. (It will probably come
as no surprise that these lists, for various
reasons, sometimes don’t agree. A good
example: the Northern Spotted Owl,
considered endangered by Washington
State but threatened by the federal government.) Another, fully international,
list is associated with the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES). CITES (www.cites.
org) is a global cooperative agreement to
protect threatened species on a worldwide
scale by regulating international trade in
wild animals and plants among the 180
or so participating countries. Regulated
species are listed in CITES Appendices.
Appendix I lists endangered species; all
trade in them in prohibited. Appendix II
lists vulnerable species, those that are not
yet endangered but may soon be; trade
in them is strictly regulated. Finally, the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN; www.iucn.org) maintains
a Red List of vulnerable and endangered
species that often is more inclusive than
the lists mentioned above. The Red List
also identifies species that are Critically
Endangered, those facing a high risk of
imminent extinction.
Washington State has its own
classification system for what are termed
“species of concern,” and you can find the
state’s classes of threat, definitions, and
listing procedures at www.wdfw.wa.gov/
conservation/endangered.

V o l u n t e e r

S e r v i c e

Volunteer Service Awards
In 2014, these volunteers spent a total of more than 10,500 hours working for birds and nature.
Thank you to all Seattle Audubon volunteers! An asterisk (*) indicates a new level of service.
7,000 +
Charles Kahle, Richard Youel
5,000 +
Idie Ulsh
4,500 +
Gerald Joyce, Eugene Lagerberg,
Marina Skumanich,
4,000+
Steve Dang
3,500 +
Walter Oelwein, Mary Anne
Thorbeck
3,000 +
Virginia Morrison
2,500 +
*Diana Aubin de Paradis, Janice
Bragg, Herb Curl, *Penny Koyama,
*Jean Mills, Tom Riley, Constance
Sidles

750 +
Shannon Bailey, Virginia Bound,
Linda Carroll, *Alan Grenon,
Michael Hobbs, Colleen McShane,
Phyllis Moss, *Kay Norton, *James
Owens, *Arn Slettebak, *Kathy
Slettebak, *Cynthia Wang, *Carleen
Zimmerman
500 +
Matthew Bartels, Amy Cole,
*Dennis Conlon, Bert Dudley,
Linda Falconer, Helen Gilbert, Eric
Harlow, Scott Hoskin, Courtenay
Jackson, Catherine Jaramillo, Kelly
Jewell, IIon Logan, *Anna Martin,
Kim McCormick, *Sally Murdoch,
Henry Noble, Sarah Peden, *L.
Scott Ramos, Adam Sedgley, Sharrie
Shade, Japhy Whalen, Andrea
Wuenschel

250 +
2,000 +
Alice Arnold, Laura Ballard, Lee
Marilyn Busher, Barbara Deihl,
Barnes, Patricia Bredouw, Rodney
Rebecca Evans, *Jane Hedberg, *Teri Brown, Wanda Browne, Stephanie
Martine, Suzanne Peterson, *Alison
Burkemoore, Kathy Cooper, Michael
Wysong, Neil Zimmerman, Rachel
Cross, Laurie Ann Dudley, JoLinda
Lawson
Finne, Rebecca Galloway, George
1,500 +
Gerdts, Miriam Gray, Virginia Har*Karen Adair, Terry Adams, Al
ris, *Chris Karrenberg, Gary KelsFerkovich, Alan Humphrey, Jennifer berg, Ronald Leamon, Judith LeconKauffman, Colene McKee, *Paul
te, *Tiffany Linbo, Cheryl McArthur,
Metzner, *Eldon Olson, Judith Roan, Bo McFadden, Marilynn Miller, Scott
Randon Robinson, Marilyn Sandall,
Moore, Jim O’Keeffe, Linda
Barbara Webster, Paul Webster,
Pomeroy, Mollie Reeves, Barbara
Cynthia Wilson
Retzlaff, Jeanelle Richardson,
Mary Rogers, Katherine
1,000 +
Schloemer, Jane Sepede, Amy
*Pamela Cahn, Dianne Edmonds,
Jill Ericsson, Mark Johnston, Martin Shumann, Sharon Sneddon,
Susan Stillman, *Jean Trent,
Muller, Martha Nester, Roberta
John Tubbs, *Carmine Vincenzo,
Roberts, Thomas Rohrer, Penny
Thomas Weir, Susan Yates
Rose, Robert Sieh, Martha Taylor,
Ann Marie Wood, Sam Woods

100 +
Christopher Anderson, Elaine Anderson, Bryony Angell, *Emily Bishton, Barbara Blair, Penny Bolton,
Nathan Burkemoore, Paula Crockett, Vasiliki Demas, Deborah Dowd,
Nancy Edmondson, Sharon Ellard,
Robert Faucett, Sara Frame, Barbara
Guthrie, Carl Haynie, David Hepp,
Peter Hodum, *Jonathan Houghton, Renee Koval-Huenuqueo,
Gina Lozier, Donna Luce, Dennis
Lund, *Robert Martin, Richard
McMinn, Lisa Moore, *Jean Olson,
Fred Rowley, Mary Russell, Laura
Saunders, Jud Scovill, Lynne Smith,
*Mia Spangenberg, Karen Stephens,
Mayumi Tsuru, Mark Wolff, Cheryl
Wotus
Seattle Audubon is pleased to
recognize these active volunteers
with reported volunteer hours
during the past 3 years. Is your
name missing from this list? Please
help us track your support by
emailing your volunteer hours to
volunteerc@seattleaudubon.org.

© www.birchsidestudios.com
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Class Information Full details on these classes are available at: www.seattleaudubon.org.
Registration:
Seattle Audubon members receive a discount. Preregistration required. You may register in person at
Seattle Audubon Nature Shop, 8050 35th NE, Seattle,
WA, Monday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., or by
phone, 206-523-4483.

Refunds:
Full refunds are available for cancellations with at least 14 days
notice. No refunds are given with fewer than two weeks notice.
Location:
Locations vary. See class description for location. Check website
or call The Nature Shop for directions.

Little Brown Birds (LBJ's)

with Barry Levine, Master Birder
Lecture: Thursdays, June 4 and June 11, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Phinney Neighborhood Center, Blue Building,
Room 6
Cost: $35 members, $50 non-members
Limit: 30
Ever have trouble identifying those LBJ’s (“little brown
jobs”) that we seem to have a plethora of in Western
Washington? What are the keys to help identify these
birds? Join us for a class that will give you visual and audio
clues, as well as inform you about the habits and habitats
of these resident and migrant species. We will focus on
birds that can commonly be seen in the Puget Sound area.

Stories in Stone

with David B. Williams, author of “Stories in Stone: Travels
Through Urban Geology,” and “The Seattle Street-Smart Naturalist: Field Notes from the City.” (www.geologywriter.com)
Lecture & Field Trip: Saturday, July 11, 10:00 a.m. to noon
Location: Meet downtown at southeast corner of First
and Madison (in front of the new federal building)
Cost: $30 members, $40 non-members
Limit: 15 (a second session may be offered later the same
day if this one fills up)
Most people do not think of looking for geology from the
sidewalks of Seattle, but for the intrepid geologist, any
good rock can tell a fascinating story. All one has to do
is look at building stone in downtown Seattle to find a
range of rocks equal to any assembled by plate tectonics.
Furthermore, building stones provide the foundation
for constructing stories about cultural as well as natural
history. On this 1.5-mile-long walk, we will examine
stone ranging from 3.5 billion years old to 120,000 years
old, limestone chock full of fossils, and rock used by the
Romans to build the Coliseum. We will discuss history,
geology, and architecture in ways that give you new ways to
appreciate Seattle’s urban wilds.
10

Raptors!

with West Sound Wildlife Shelter – A Place for Rehabilitation and
Education
Lectures: Tuesday, July 14, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Cost: $25 members, $35 non-members; kids under 10
are free
Limit: 45 (RSVP for both adults and children when
registering)
This class will focus on birds of prey, touching on species
identification, natural history, and habitat needs. Presented by
the West Sound Wildlife Shelter, this class will also feature
two live Avian Ambassadors: Ranger, a Peregrine Falcon,
and Princess Remington, a Turkey Vulture. The West Sound
Wildlife Shelter provides this program to help protect wild
animals by giving the public a way to connect more directly
with wildlife and learn how to coexist with wildlife. Children
are welcome to attend, but we ask that all attendees be prepared
to listen and learn for the entire hour-long class.

FALL 2015 CLASS PREVIEW
Basics of Bird Photography

with Tim Boyer, Professional Nature/Bird Photographer
Lecture: Wednesday, September 16, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 Building, 2100 24th Ave S
Costs: $40 members, $55 non-members
Limit: 40
Learn the basics of bird photography. Whether you use a
digi-scope, a bridge camera such as the Canon SX50 or SX60,
or a Digital Single Lens Reflex (DSLR) camera, the basic
are the same. Come learn the five most important pieces to
capture in a successful bird image: Sharpness, Light, Borders
and Backgrounds, Exposure, and Composition. We’ll discuss
how to get these five elements into every image and why it’s
important to do so. This class will be more about the art of
bird photography than the technical aspects of operating your
camera.
Continues top of Page 11.

S e a t t l e

A u d u b o n

Classes, continued from Page 10.

Seattle’s Historic Shoreline

with David B. Williams, based on his new book, “Too High and
Too Steep: Reshaping Seattle’s Topography”
Lecture: Included during field trip
Field Trip: Date and time TBD
Location: Meet at First and Lenora, and end at Occidental
Park
Cost: $30 members, $40 non-members
Limit: 15 (a second session may be offered later the same day
if this one fills up)
The Protean Coast: Exploring Seattle’s Historical
Shoreline. More so than most cities, Seattle shaped itself
to suit its needs – removing hills, filling tidal flats, and
creating a completely new downtown shoreline. On this
1.5-mile-long walk, we'll explore the last vestiges of the
former downtown bluffs, trace the island where Seattle
was founded, and examine how the subterranean fill still
affects the modern landscape.

Bird Photography with a DSLR

with Tim Boyer, Professional Nature/Bird Photographer
Lecture: Wednesday, October 14, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Board Room, 2100 24th Ave S
Costs: $40 members, $55 non-members
Limit: 40
Learn how to create stunning bird images! This class will
review the top five elements necessary for a successful
image (Sharpness, Light, Borders and Backgrounds,
Exposure, and Composition) and then progress to the
more advanced techniques of creating bird images. You’ll
learn various techniques for Portraits, Birds-in-flight, How
to Anticipate Action, and How to Get Action into your
images. We’ll discuss camera operations in a general
way, so it won’t matter if you’re a Canon, Nikon, Sony,
or other type of DSLR owner. Emphasis will be placed
on the creative opportunities available in your camera by
mastering more advanced settings.

Conservation Today, continued from Page 1.

engagement, we inform the public and offer individuals
opportunities to make a difference.
Here at Seattle Audubon, our close engagement on
conservation issues is likely more important today than it
was back in the early years of the previous century, when
the organization began. Although faced with complex
conservation problems, we are confident in our ability
to have a positive impact because we play a unique role,
use tools we have strategically sharpened, and are never
complacent in our defense of birds and nature.
© Tom Sanders

Land managers address threats directly, but work at a localized
scale and are often overwhelmed by the magnitude of their
challenges in the context of limited resources.
We at Seattle Audubon, in contrast, can gather and
share data, insist that the best available science be used
during decision-making, help facilitate monitoring and
good management, and so much more. We can do these
things because in the last 99 years our community has
consistently chosen to act on issues that concern us.
In the last year alone, we have achieved significant strides.
Through environmental organization partnerships, we have
been in constant communication with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Washington State Department of Natural
Resources to negotiate for science-based recovery planning
for the Marbled Murrelet, a threatened seabird. Through
advocacy, we have engaged our community on shorebird
declines and local restoration options. Through litigation
against the Port of Seattle, we have highlighted environmental threats to Puget Sound and migratory birds, and
have demanded transparency and accountability in decisionmaking from Port commissioners. Through the awarding of
targeted investment income, we have contributed to the preservation of more than 400 acres of natural lands across western
Washington. Through our Science Program, we have provided
critical baseline seabird data to wildlife agencies. By writing
comment letters, we have contributed valuable technical support to the Washington State conservation listing proposal for
the Tufted Puffin. Through outreach education and volunteer

Cedar Waxwing
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Field Trips–
Rules of the Road

Summer is Almost Here…

For detailed information
on field trips offered in the
next month, visit our website at www.seattleaudubon.org. You will find:
• A complete schedule of
upcoming trips.
• A detailed listing for
each trip, including destination, leader, meeting
place, and a description
of what you can expect
to see.
• A checklist of what to
bring.
• Carpool guidelines.
• Directions to the trip
meeting places.
• Registration dates and
process.
• General rules for field
trip participants.
• A copy of the “liability
release form” you will
need to sign the day of
the trip. Like most other
organizations that offer
public field trips, Seattle
Audubon now requires
participants to sign a
waiver as a condition
of participating in these
free services.
The field trip schedule will
be updated the first of each
month, so be sure to check
our web site regularly!

The long awaited season of summer
is arriving at last. Longer days in our
northern clime bring many bird species
that have migrated from afar, massive
wildflower outbreaks at locations like
Mt. Rainier, as well as mammals there
such as Hoary Marmots – which emerge
from their winter dens. In the cover of
evening at Protection Island, you can
view Rhinoceros Auklets bringing food
to their young. In the sagebrush country
of Kittitas County in Eastern Washington, you can listen to the lawn-sprinkler
song of Brewer’s Sparrows. Along rushing stream banks, American Dippers
blink, displaying their white nictitating
membranes, and bob to let their presence be known. Bullock’s Orioles nest
in cottonwoods along waterways, Willow
Flycatchers call fitz-byou, and striking,
black-masked Common Yellowthroats
entice us with their witchety-witchety

T r i p s

© Ken Hurley

by Sharon Ellard, Field Trip Committee Member

vocalizations. Eventually, shorebirds arrive
on our Washington mudflats, heralding fall
while it is still only July. Celebrate summer
with Seattle Audubon by joining one of its
many birding field trips. Field trip leaders
are experienced birders, and beginners are
encouraged to join any trip. Go to www.
seattleaudubon.org for more information.

Neighborhood Bird Walks
Join Seattle Audubon, rain or shine, for a two-hour bird walk. No sign-up required!
Beginning birders and new Seattleites will especially enjoy this exposure to the rich variety
of regional bird life. Families and non-members are welcome to attend.
If needed, request binoculars from the Seattle Audubon Nature Shop at least a week
in advance. Further information is available from The Nature Shop, 206-523-4483.
Directions are available at www.seattleaudubon.org.

Saturday, June 6, 9:00 a.m. – Magnuson Park, Seattle
Leader: Jan Bragg (206-524-3460, jbragg50@comcast.net)
Meeting location: Promontory Point Pavilion
Thursday, June 25, 7:00 p.m. – Washington Park Arboretum
Leader: Penny Bolton (Ppbolton@gmail.com)
Meeting Location: Graham Visitors Center Parking Lot
Monday, September 7, 9:00 a.m. – Magnuson Park, Seattle
Leader: Emily Bishton (206-523-1774; day of walk only)
Meeting location: Promontory Point Pavilion
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South Sound Prairies: Birds and Wildflowers
by Amy Shumann, Master Birder
The dense forests and lush wetlands of the
Seattle area provide a lifetime of options
for enjoying Pacific Northwest wildflowers
and birds. Still, many of us crave frequent
trips to the Ponderosa Pine forests
and wide-open shrub-steppe of Eastern
Washington to see and hear the unique
species that can be found there. For those
who want to stay closer to home but still
feel miles away, there’s a rare and special
place where some of the birds usually
seen in the eastern part of the state can be
found; the South Sound Prairies. Located
in Thurston County, these beautiful
prairies were created by retreating glaciers
and sustained by Native Americans
through periodic burning. The prairies
were important to Native Americans
for hunting and as a source of food and
medicine. Prairies and oak woodlands
covered much of the South Sound area
two centuries ago. Today, only three
percent of these native prairies remain
and they are critical habitat for rare birds,
mammals, wildflowers, and butterflies.
Two of the largest prairies in the South
Puget Sound are managed by Washington
State and are open to the public – Mima
Mounds Natural Area Preserve and Scatter
Creek Wildlife Area.
May and June are the best months to
visit the prairies to see a spectacular show
of beautiful wildflowers like Common
Camas, Golden Paintbrush, White-topped
Aster, Rose Checker Mallow, Torrey's
Peavine, and Small-flowered Trillium.
Spring and summer are also great times
to spot rare butterflies like the Taylor’s
Checkerspot and Mardon Skipper, both
Washington State endangered species.
Birds of the prairies include Western
Meadowlark, Western Bluebird, and the
Streaked Horned Lark, the most vibrant
and yellow subspecies of Horned Lark,

and a Washington state endangered
species. Its song has been described as
more ethereal and subtly distinct from its
Horned Lark cousins. Other prairie and
oak woodland birds to look and listen for
include White-breasted Nuthatch, Acorn
Woodpecker, and Vesper Sparrow.
The Prairies are at risk from introduced plants such as Scotch Broom, land
development, incompatible agriculture,
and the succession of prairie habitat to
forest. A dedicated group of volunteers
and scientists work year-round to preserve
the little remaining habitat. The Center
for Natural Lands Management (www.
southsoundprairies.org) is always looking for
volunteers willing to remove invasive species, establish native plants, and provide
nesting sites for prairie birds.
Directions to Mima Mounds Natural Area Preserve: Exit I-5 at Littlerock.
Continue on 128th Avenue SW until
it ends at an intersection with Waddell
Creek Road. Turn right on Waddell Creek
Road. The Mima Mounds entrance will be
on the left. An interpretive trail through
the mounds and prairie is wheelchair
accessible. Directions to Scatter Creek:
Exit I-5 at Littlerock. Drive west one block,
then turn south on Case Road. Continue
on Case Road, crossing Scatter Creek, to
180th west through Littlerock, and continue on street. Turn right on 180th,
which leads to the Wildlife
Area parking lot.

Horned Lark

Common Camas

© Dennis Paulson

© Dennis Paulson
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N a t u r e

S h o p

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays year round

The Nature S h o p
Where profits are for the birds
8050 35 Ave. N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 • 206-523-4483 • www.seattleaudubon.org
th

OPEN ‘TIL 7:00 p.m. the 2nd Tuesday of each month
June 9 • July 14 • Aug 11

Members always receive 20% OFF books!
AND Member Pricing on seed!
NEW BOOKS
Extraordinary
Women
Conservationists,
by Dee Arntz.
Celebrating
the women
whose spirit,
determination,
and creativity
embody the character of Washington State.
Member Price $16.00

The Triumph of Seeds
Author Thor Hanson (Feathers – The
Evolution of a Natural
Miracle) writes an
informative, humane,
hilarious, and moving account of how
grains, nuts, kernels,
pulses, and pips conquered the plant
kingdom and shaped human history.
Member Price $21.60

Nikon Instant Savings
(through June 21, 2015)

Rain: A Natural and
Cultural History,
by Cynthia Barnett.
Rain is elemental,
mysterious, precious,
destructive. It is the
subject of countless
poems and paintings;
the top of the weather
report; the source
of the world’s water. Yet this is the
first book to tell the story of rain.
Member Price $20.00

Virginia Morrison
Products

Prostaff 7S
8x42 					10x42 		
$199.95					$209.95		
-30.00 Instant Savings
-30.00 Instant Savings
$169.95 After Instant Savings		
$179.95 After Instant Savings
• 390’ field-of-view			
• 354’ field-of-view		
• 19.5mm eye relief			
• 15.5mm eye relief			
• 13.1’ close focus			
• 13.1’ close focus			
• 22.9 oz				
• 22.7 oz

Snappy Bags
$9.95

8x30 					10x30
189.95					199.95
-30.00 Instant Savings
-30.00 Instant Savings
$159.95 After Instant Savings		
$169.95 After Instant Savings
• 374’ field-of-view			
• 344’ field-of-view
• 15.4mm eye relief			
• 15.4mm eye relief
• 8.2’ close focus			
• 8.2’ close focus
• 14.6 oz				
• 14.8 oz
14

Tea Cozies
$24.95
Some with vintage tea pots. Each
fabric is a custom match to each pot.

C o m m u n i t y

C o n n e c t i o n s
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